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News Commentary Competition: Junior Form

Champion Name School Tople
Champion Kwong Ka Ki Heep Yunn School Addressing Discrimination Against LGBTQ+
Individuals: The Imperative for Education and
Equal Employment Opportunities
1" Runner-up Chong Yin Ngai Po Leung Kuk Lo Kit Sing (1983) The indication of climate chang,
College

2" Runner-up Lee Tsz Hel Po Leung Kuk Lo Kit Sing (1983) Global Warming - Hottest Mid-Autumn Festival
College

3" Runner-up Ho Yue Wing St. Mary's Canossian College Can Hong Kong's tourism return to its peak?

3" Runner-up To Chun Yiu St. Bonaventure College and Should Children Have Unrestricted Access to The
High School Internet?

Final Round Entrants Wong Lok Sum Heep Yunn School Remembering or Living in History?

Final Round Entrants Lee Hei Nam Heep Yunn School When Care turns into Crime: A Zookeeper's Theft

Final Round Entrants Osanna Chung Diocesan Girls' School Hong Kong's failed Municipal Solid Waste
charging scheme

Final Round Entrants Chan Hol Yan Heep Yunn School The Impact of Panda Bables

Final Round Entrants Chan Yuk Ying Po Leung Kuk Lo Kit Sing (1983) Secure Housing

College
L .
News Commentary Competition: Senior Form
Champion Name School Tople
Champion Wong Tin Lok SKH Bishop Mok Sau Tseng Mega Event Economy: Is it the panacea to save
Secondary School the declining economy?

1" Runner-up Siu Wing Yan Tiffany St. Mary's Canossian College Uncertainties of the new proposal of
differentiated tuition tees In Hong Kong
universities

1" Runner-up Ching Ryann Heep Yunn Schoaol Bamboo and Balance: The Economic Ecosystem of
Giant Pandas

3" Runner-up Cheng Ka Wai Queen Elizabeth School Old How Cultural Initiatives are Reviving Hong Kong

Students’ Assoclation Tong
Kwok Wah Secondary School
3" Runner-up Kwong Hei To Diocesan Girls' School Are Hong Kong athletes getting the
Charlotte treatment they deserve?

Final Round Entrants Sin Ching Lam Munsang College Stepping forward to embrace pets

Final Round Entrants Lo Chenk Yan Heep Yunn School Bridging the Gap - Opening Up Culture for the
Disabled

Final Round Entrants Cheuk Hoi Lam Megan Heep Yunn School Mad Skills' Emerging Importance in the Job
Market

Final Round Entrants Tsang Tsz Ying Heep Yunn School Character Al: A Modern Escape from Reality?

Final Round Entrants Ng Nga Lam CNEC Christian College Is social media the best choice for journalism?
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Clear structure, article flows well; two key points,
namely education and employment, stood out
g ; clearly. Good argument with cases such as Google.
h N Some minor writing problems such as inaccurate
B P A use of words. Lead highlighted BBC article. If it is
H“pwm s*ml not very important or significantly related to the rest
of the article, no need to highlight it. Just raise the
prevalent problem of discrimination against LGBTQ.
Need to fully spell it out somewhere in the article.

Addressing Discrimination Against LGBTQ+ Individuals:
The Imperative for Education and Equal Employment Opportunities

Have you ever considered the unfair treatment that LGBTQ+ individuals endure? Or imagined that you
yourself could be targeted by prejudice? According to Vivian Ho's article, “The Discrimination Pushing
LGBTQ+ Workers to Quit”, published by the BBC, many LGBTQ+ employees feel uncomfortable in their
workplaces due to microaggressions and overt discrimination. This hostile environment can make them
feel as though their identities are being erased, and that they are denied the opportunity to showcase their
talents. The biases and offensive jokes directed at LGBTQ+ individuals are not just hurtful - they are a
violation of basic human dignity. Everyone deserves the right to live and work authentically, free from fear
and prejudice. To effectively combat this discrimination, | believe the government must implement policies
that prioritise education and workplace inclusivity.

Firstly, one of the most powerful ways to reduce discrimination is through education, starting with the
introduction of lessons on gender equality and sexual orientation in schools. These programs are essential
for teaching students about respect, acceptance, and understanding of diverse identities. The lack of
I education on LGBTQ+ issues has allowed ignorance and intolerance to persist. By educating children
early, schools can cultivate a generation that is less likely to engage in discriminatory behaviour and more
likely to stand up against bullying. Children are like blank canvases, easily shaped by societal influences,
including those from the media and the internet. By instilling the idea that “everyone is equal’, we can
nurture a future society where differences are celebrated rather than condemned.

Forinstance, in the past, many schools avoided discussing LGBTQ+ topics, which led to harmful stereotypes
taking root. People who grow up without proper education on sexual orientation and gender identity may
develop biased views, falsely believing that being LGBTQ+ is somehow wrong or abnormal. Therefore, by
integrating lessons on equality into school curricula, we can help shape more open-minded individuals
who embrace diversity, breaking down the barriers of misunderstanding and intolerance. In doing so, we
may one day see the eradication of the social apartheid that still exists for LGBTQ+ individuals.




In addition to educational reforms, it is crucial for workplaces to adopt Equal Employment Opportunity
(EEQ) policies to combat discrimination. EEO policies protect individuals from being treated unfairly
based on their sexual orientation, gender identity, or other personal characteristics. By implementing such
policies, companies can foster an inclusive culture where all employees feel respected and empowered
to contribute their unique perspectives. For example, Starbucks is renowned for its commitment to
diversity and inclusion, offering comprehensive benefits to LGBTQ+ employees and actively promoting
a diverse workplace. Similarly, Microsoft has made significant strides in promoting equality, regularly
reviewing pay structures to ensure equal pay for equal work, regardless of gender or sexual orientation.

In the past, many LGBTQ+ individuals were forced to leave their jobs due to unfair treatment. Fortunately,
companies like Starbucks and Microsoft are now recognising that a diverse workforce not only promotes
fairness but also drives innovation and creativity. Moreover, EEO policies can enhance a company’s public
image, demonstrating that it values diversity and equality. Employers that prioritise inclusivity, such as
Google, attract a wider pool of talent, enriching their teams with fresh perspectives. By focusing on skills
and qualifications rather than personal characteristics, companies can create supportive environments
where all employees are treated with dignity and respect. In short, EEO policies not only provide LGBTQ+
employees with honourable working conditions, free from harassment and discrimination, but they also
help organisations build stronger, more dynamic workplaces.

In conclusion, the widespread discrimination faced by LGBTQ+ individuals, particularly in the workplace,
can be addressed through two key measures: introducing lessons on gender and sexual orientation
equality in schools, and implementing Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) policies in workplaces.
These initiatives will help shape future generations that embrace diversity and reject prejudice, while
also ensuring that LGBTQ+ employees are treated fairly and given equal opportunities to thrive. It is
time for both schools and employers to step up and support these critical efforts, paving the way for a
more inclusive and just society. By investing in these initiatives, we can move towards a future where all
individuals, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, can live and work without fear of
discrimination.



Professor POON Kam Chuen, Felix

The article tried to highlight different issues
related to global warming and its negative impacts;
it reminds readers about the importance of global
change, but it's too scattered to create great
impacts on it.

The indication of climate change

September 2024 will go down in history as a month of extremes for Hong Kong. Residents experienced a
combination of heavy rainfall and unseasonably high temperatures, making it the third hottest September
on record. This unusual weather is a warning for everyone, from students to policymakers, about the
changes happening of our environment.

According to the Hong Kong Observatory, average temperatures reached an unbelievably 29.8 degrees
Celsius this September. On top of that, the city received more than 600 millimeters of rain—over 150% of
the average for the month. This kind of weather isn't just unusual,it’s alarming. It raises concerns about
how climate change is affecting our daily lives and the environment we live in.

Many people have heard about climate change, but what does it really mean? Climate change refers to
long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. While the Earth’s climate has always gone through
changes, human activities,like burning fossil fuels and deforestation are speeding up these changes.

In Hong Kong, we are already seeing the results. The city has experienced hotter summers and more
intense rainfall in the past years. The weather this September is just another reminder that we need to
pay attention to these patterns. Scientists warn that if we don't take action to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, we will face even more extreme weather events in the future.

So, how does this extreme weather affect everyday life in Hong Kong? First, the combination of heat and
rain can be uncomfortable and even dangerous. High temperatures can lead to heat exhaustion, especially
for vulnerable groups like the elderly and those with health issues. Hospitals have reported an increase in
heat-related illnesses during this period, putting pressure on our healthcare system.

Moreover, heavy rainfall can lead to flooding. In September 2024, many areas were flooded , disrupted
public transport, and damage to homes. This not only affects our daily routines but also has economic
consequences. Businesses may lose revenue, and the cost of repairing damage can be significant.

The heavy rains and high temperatures pose serious public health risks. Flooding can contaminate drinking
water supplies, leading to waterborne diseases. Additionally, stagnant water can become a breeding
ground for mosquitoes, increasing the risk of diseases like dengue fever. This means that the government
must act quickly to monitor these health risks and ensure public safety.




As students, it's important to understand how these health issues can impact our families and communities.
‘ We should be aware of the signs of heat exhaustion, such as dizziness and nausea, and know how to stay
safe during extreme weather.

Given the challenges posed by extreme weather, urban planning in Hong Kong must adapt. The city is
known for its high-rise buildings and limited green spaces, which can trap heat and make temperatures
even hotter. To tackle this issue, city planners should consider creating more parks and green roofs, which
can help cool the environment and improve air quality.

Additionally, the drainage system needs to be improved to handle heavy rainfall. Upgrading these systems
will help prevent flooding and keep roads safe for travel. This kind of forward-thinking is essential for
making sure our city is prepared for the future.

| In response to the extreme weather, many community organizations have started campaigns to raise
awareness about climate change and promote sustainable practices. These initiatives encourage people
to reduce waste, recycle, and use public transport. As students, we can play a crucial role in these efforts by
participating in school projects, joining environmental clubs, and spreading awareness among our peers.

Public awareness campaigns are vital for educating everyone about how to prepare for extreme weather.
Simple actions, like having an emergency plan and knowing where to find safe drinking water during
floods, can make a big difference.

The unusual weather of September 2024 serves as a reminder that climate change is real and affects us all.
It's not just a problem for scientists or politicians,it's something we all need to care about. The combination
of extreme heat and heavy rain challenges our daily lives and poses risks to our health and safety.

As we move forward, it's crucial for everyone to take action. Whether it's pushing for better urban planning,
participating in local environmental initiatives, or simply being more mindful of our daily habits, we all have
a role to play.

In conclusion, September 2024 will be remembered not just for its record-breaking temperatures and
rainfall, but as a turning point for awareness and action on climate change in Hong Kong. The power to
create a sustainable future lies in our hands. Let's make sure we rise to the challenge!



Judge’s Comment Mr. Chris Yeung

1. Good simple English. Clear and concise writing.
Just some minor writing problems such as use of
words.

2. Structure clear; copy flows well.

3. Some good points; would be better if points are

further strengthened.

Global Warming - Hottest Mid-Autumn Festival

September 2024 will go down in history as a month of extremes for Hong Kong. Residents experienced a
This year's Mid-Autumn Festival in Hong Kong experienced the hottest day on record, with temperatures
soaring to 35.7 degrees Celsius. This unusual occurrence not only disrupted people’s celebratory activities
but also forced us to reexamine the issue of global warming and its far-reaching impacts. With climate
change intensifying, questions arise about whether Hong Kong’s policies are sufficient in response and
how to address the problem of global warming, making it a focal point of current societal discussions.

One of the primary manifestations of global warming is the increasing frequency of extreme weather
events. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), global temperatures have
risen by approximately 1.2 degrees Celsius since the 20th century, leading to an increase in the frequency
and intensity of extreme weather events such as heatwaves, floods, and typhoons. As a coastal city, Hong
Kong is undoubtedly one of the victims of global warming. In recent years, Hong Kong has faced once-
in-five-century heavy rains and several super typhoons, significantly impacting infrastructure and public
safety.

Although the Hong Kong government introduced the "Hong Kong Climate Action Blueprint 2050 in
2021, aiming to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, current policy measures still appear insufficiently
proactive. According to government reports, Hong Kong's carbon emissions primarily stem from energy
use and transportation, with reforms in these areas progressing slowly. For instance, Hong Kong'’s current
renewable energy proportion is only 7%, far below that of other developed regions. To reach the 2050
target, the government needs to expedite the deployment of renewable energy, especially in solar and
wind energy.

Apart from governmental efforts, social engagement and individual responsibility are equally crucial.
According to the “Hong Kong Sustainable Development Report,” public awareness of climate change
in Hong Kong remains limited, with many unaware of the environmental impact of their actions. The
government should enhance public education, raise awareness of climate change among citizens, and
encourage them to adopt sustainable lifestyles. Choosing public transportation and reducing single-use
plastics are effective ways to reduce carbon footprints.




The significance of the Mid-Autumn Festival lies in reunion and gratitude, and this cultural celebration
can also serve as an opportunity to promote environmental awareness. This year’s Mid-Autumn Festival,
amidst the high temperatures in Hong Kong, allowed people to experience the threat of climate change
while enjoying reunions. The government and society can jointly promote the concept of a green Mid-
Autumn, such as advocating for reusable mooncake boxes and eco-friendly packaging, encouraging
citizens to consider environmental impacts during festive activities. Such cultural advocacy can not only
enhance people’s environmental awareness but also subtly promote sustainable development.

This year’s hottest Mid-Autumn Festival reminds us that the issue of global warming cannot be ignored,
and Hong Kong's response policies need strengthening. Faced with this challenge, collective efforts from
the government, businesses, and individuals are necessary to implement environmental policies and
assume social responsibility. Only through collective action can we once again enjoy the cool autumn
breeze and bright moonlight with family and friends during future Mid-Autumn Festivals, while also
finding a path towards sustainable development in the face of the challenges of global warming, leaving
a healthy planet for future generations.

.
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Can Hong Kong's tourism return to its peak?

Hong Kong is struggling to attract mainland Chinese tourists while its residents are increasingly travelling
to mainland China for leisure, creating an imbalance in tourism flows. Having tourism being one of the
traditional pillar industries, Hong Kong has historically been a popular destination for mainland Chinese
tourists, especially for luxury shopping. Yet, the current situation is that more and more Hong Kong
residents are frequently travelling to mainland cities due to lower costs and better perceived value, while
mainland Chinese visitors are not returning to Hong Kong as readily as expected after the pandemic.

To start with, Hong Kong tourism officials are not taking the initiative in promoting Hong Kong’s attractions.
They did not launch any targeted marketing campaigns in China to raise awareness of what Hong Kong
has to offer. Mainland China tourists prefer experiencing authentic tours in Hong Kong over shopping
for luxury goods. Yet, the Hong Kong government only relied on The Tourism Board to post introduction
videos in Hong Kong, namely the Hello, Hong Kong campaign. Also, the Hong Kong Government did not
grasp the opportunity to promote Hong Kong's features right after the pandemic restrictions in other
countries have been abolished, when tourists had the urge to travel. The Hong Kong Government was not
active enough in its policies attracting tourists as it mainly focused promoting itself within Hong Kong, but
not reaching out to mainland China tourists by different media, such as posting advertisements, of its own
accord, and that its restrictions on crossing borders were cancelled too behindhand, when tourists have
already lost their desire to visit Hong Kong.

What is more, Hong Kong tourism officials were not proactive enough in the relaxation of immigration
control points’ opening hours. As an example, one of the most commonly used land boundary control
points, Lo Wu, only opens from 6:30 a.m. to midnight. However, many mainland China tourists tend to
experience the nightlife of Hong Kong, especially after the ‘Night Vibes Hong Kong' events have been
introduced. Tourists would likely stay until or even after midnight to enjoy their time in Hong Kong to the
fullest, but the early closing hours of Lo Wu Immigration Control Point in turn discourage tourists from
staying late and consuming in Hong Kong, as they would have to hurry back to the mainland before the
border closes. Although some may argue that the limited opening hours of the Immigration Control Points
works as an incentive, that the tourists would stay tor another night and leave until the other day, this
would not be friendly for those who would have to work the other morning. It is crystal clear that Hong
Kong Tourism Officials were not active in making restrictions more convenient for visitors, discouraging
mainland tourists from spending their time in Hong Kong.




In responding to the problems which Hong Kong is facing, various measures can be implemented in a bid
to boost Hong Hong’s tourism.

First off, the government is suggested to launch marketing campaigns in mainland, China. This could
be implemented in two parts, with the government first posting advertisements in metro stations, easily
accessed by citizens. The government could showcase what unique experiences tourists could undergo
in Hong Kong, such as having a taste of traditional egg tarts, having a glimpse of the glistening Victoria
Harbour, or browsing various goods at the Ladies’ Market. If the government put emphasis on advertising
directly in mainland China instead of being passive and only updating the newest events in Hong Kong
on their website, requiring tourists to visit the Hong Kong Tourism Board’s website by themselves, things
would be easier for tourists, that they could easily acquire information about what Hong Kong has to offer.
Making good use of social media which mainland citizens use often, including Weibo and Xiaohongshu,
is also effective in promoting Hong Kong’s positive image to them. In that case, when more citizens have
interest in visiting Hong Kong, it could create a ripple effect as they would invite more friends to travel to
Hong Kong with them. By this, it is certain that the city’s tourism would be boosted.

Besides that, supporting traditional shops could preserve Hong Kong's native characteristics, a
distinguishing feature that tourists are fond of. The government could consider providing subsidies to
historical, individual shops to support their rental expenditures, reducing their financial burden, also
helping them cope with the escalating rents and operating costs. The government could also reduce the
tax for the shops, reducing avoidable expenditures and preventing the phenomenon of easy closures. On
the whole, subsidies provided by the government are vital in supporting individual shops, maintaining a
diverse variety of shops with a mix of businesses. The policy could be followed by both intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizations hosting community activities with historical shops in
an effort to promote them. The shops in the same district could form zones, arranging stamp collecting
activities and price rebates for customers who buy products in one of the shops, that they could enjoy
a price deduction when purchasing from shops in the same zone. Such activity not only acquires an
advertising effect, but also increases tourists’ interest in visiting Hong Kong as they could chase the
authentic experience they have been longing for. This policy is surely able to preserve local shops and
attract tourists, improving the tourism industry.

In a nutshell, Hong Kong tourism officials were being too passive in their efforts to attract mainland
tourists as they did not do enough to promote Hong Kong's unique attractions right after pandemic
restrictions in other countries have been loosened and not being active in relaxing the immigration points’
opening hours. Yet, the problem of Hong Kong businesses being left high and dry could be solved if the
government advertised Hong Kong directly in mainland China, and helped traditional shops, preserving
the local heritage. Hong Kong is capable of attracting tourists and will become as prosperous as before
the pandemic.
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Should Children Have Unrestricted Access to The Internet?

Nowadays, no matter young or old, people can access the internet in some form or another, whether
through their phones, tablets or computers. A census done by the HKSAR Census and Statistics
Department in 2023 shows that among 2,631,600 households interviewed, a staggering 96.6% of them
have internet access at home. The internet has become a centrepiece in modern society and has been
integrated into our daily lives. It is undeniable that it improved the quality of life for most. However
there’s an underlying problem.

It is the fact that some children ages 12 or below have unrestricted and independent access to the
internet. Unfortunately, With most of the world being on the internet, there are bound to be some bad
apples, like scammers, groomers or violent content. While most adults have learned to navigate the
crevices of the internet, many children are susceptible to bad influences like crude language. If an adult
using the internet was like playing with fire with a fireproof suit on, then kids using the internet would
be like playing with fire without safety precautions in mind, hurting themselves and those around them.

are not mentally mature enough for unrestricted access to the web as they still carry hints of naivety and
take things at face value, leading them to be easily influenced. Although applications and services have
been provided to parents to restrict internet access and protect their child, yet why does this problem
still persist? For this we have to turn to the following reasons.

” As someone who has touched the web from a young age, | firmly believe that children below the age of 12 o

The internet being used as a substitute for parenting. Many parents delegate the task of teaching and
parenting to the internet as a way for the kids to quiet down and keep them occupied while they work or
rest. While it is understandable that some parents have to work many jobs or don't have enough time to
take care of their children due to a myriad of reasons. nonetheless, this can result in a cause and effect
chain if not taken care of properly




Firstly, there are numerous studies that currently show that there is a major decrease in attention span
in kids due to the rise of short-form content on platforms such as Youtube, Tiktok, Instagram or even
Xiaohongshu. These short-form contents are addictive doses of dopamine that causes kids to spend
even more time on social media, thus less spent on studying or learning new knowledge. Although some
may argue that these clips can be educational, Most videos will be of the entertainment nature as the
algorithms of social media are more likely to recommend videos that garner the most attention. Suffice
to say, they are not very beneficial as a medium of learning.

Secondly, due to vicarious learning, children may copy actions and behaviour from others online. As
mentioned before, the internet is largely unregulated, meaning that there is freedom of speech. The
same could be said for behaviour, some are polite and caring while some are rude with crude language.
If a child adopts and shows these toxic behaviours in real life, it may very well cause them to be viewed
as unfriendly and unaccepted by their peers. They may not develop essential social skills required in
current society like maintaining long-term friendships, interacting with unfamiliar faces and resorting
back to communicating online.

Some may argue that giving children freedom to roam the internet can help them get an early
understanding of it as well as getting an early grasp on technology. These are some good benefits but
they only work in scenarios where the parent takes the time to personally guide and educate the child to
safely use the internet. Unfortunately, these kinds of parents are far and few between.

Furthermore, even if a kid's attitude and behaviour can be corrected, you cannot stop them from
being interested in current trends due to them being naturally intrigued in everything that is new to
them . It would not be a problem if these trends were just for fun and games. In actuality, some of
these trends are dangerous and should not be performed. For example, the blackout challenge where
participants are encouraged to choke themselves or hyperventilate until they blackout, or the fire
challenge where participants spray hairspray onto a mirror then ignite it both of which can cause serious
health complications. Worst part is that these trends were promoted as “exciting” and trendy challenges
to kids. As it gets more attention, the algorithm recommends it to more and more people, garnering
mass attention to very dangerous trends. Leading to more children trying them out only to end up with
grievous injuries or even death

To sum up, children will always be curious about their surroundings and what they interact with. It is
perfectly fine to let children access the internet. However it is the responsibility of parents to teach and
restrict the usage of media in addition to preventing children from exposure of inappropriate content to
the best of their abilities.
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Mega Event Economy: Is it the panacea to save the declining economy?

Mega Event Economy, a brand new proposal introduced by the HKSAR government at the start of
2024, has sparked considerable anticipation among citizens due to its ambitious goal of revitalizing
the struggling economy, thus leading to widespread discussions and debates surrounding the initiative.

Before delving into the study of the “mega event economy,” it is crucial to understand the current
economic landscape. During the challenges posed by the pandemic and the 2019 protests, the local
economy has suffered significant setbacks. The political and economic instabilities have triggered a
wave of emigration among citizens, alongside the relocation of the headquarters of several renowned
multinational corporations, resulting in a loss of skilled professionals and capital. This, in turn, has led to
a decline in tax revenue.

The government’s steadfast commitment to maintaining a zero-COVID policy and the adoption of strict
closure measures had a severe impact on tourism, a key industry for the region. The delayed reopening
of Hong Kong diverted tourists to neighboring countries, further exacerbating the economic downturn.
This decline was reflected in the unprecedented drop in property speculation and the stock market.

At this critical moment, there is a pressing need for economic stimulation. In alignment with the HKSAR's
directive to prioritize tourism development, the concept of a mega-event economy has been put forth as
the initial step towards economic recovery.

The potential benefits and effectiveness of this strategy are undoubtedly clear: by attracting tourists
back to Hong Kong through large-scale events, it can revitalize industries such as aviation, cruise, retail,
and hotels, ultimately breaking the vicious cycle of negative wealth effects and restoring prosperity to
Hong Kong. This business model has already proven successful in other similar cities. For example, last
March, The Eras Tour by Taylor Swift was held at the Singapore National Stadium, injecting billions of
dollars into various industries in what has been dubbed “Taylornomics.” While Hong Kong may have faced
setbacks in competing with Singapore for Taylor Swift’s tour, it has successfully replicated Singapore’s
success by inviting Coldplay to be the first performer at the highly anticipated and long awaited Kai Tak
Stadium, inspired by the Singapore National Stadium.




Yet, three quarters of a year have passed since the proposal and the mega event economy is facing many
challenges and its effectiveness is being hotly debated. There are mainly three criticisms:

Firstly, outcomes have so far significantly lagged behind expectations. In the past nine months, a few
activities were rolled out in every single week but the perceived quality of most of them was scraping
the barrel. A notable instance was the installation of a balloon in the shape of a Chubby Heart exhibited
in February around Valentine’s Day. This balloon, barely larger than a usual one, received a substantial
subsidy of 7 million from the HKSAR, sparking controversy over the disproportionate input and income
it generated. In comparison to the iconic giant inflatable rubber duck that graced Victoria Harbour years
ago, the impact of such initiatives pale in comparison. Similarly, monthly drone display performances
over Victoria Harbour incurred considerable costs but failed to captivate the public with innovative
concepts, leading them to fall short in their aim of boosting the retail and hotel industries. Despite the
significant investment, the returns have been not obvious.

Secondly, there is a lack of infrastructure to cope with an influx of tourists in Hong Kong. As Kai Tak
emerges as a key venue for hosting various events, including concerts and the National Games to be
held at the Kai Tak Sports Park, there remains a notable deficiency in well-connected road infrastructure
for efficiently evacuating tourists to the MTR station. Also, the facilities and shops in the nearby cruise
terminal are inadequate though it has been operating for a decade. Also, the transportation network is
poor which causes a negative impression and discourages tourists to visit Hong Kong.

Lastly, the mega event economy fails to showcase Hong Kong's core values, and primary competitive
advantages. In recent years, alternative forms of tourism such as ‘in depth tours’ and local city walks
have gained popularity. Tourists now prefer exploring local cultures over visiting popular tourist spots
superficially, highlighting Hong Kong's unique cultural offerings. Travelers often seek out authentic
grassroots culture and traditional housing reminiscent of 1980s Hong Kong cinema sets. Overreliance
on replicating others’ economic models and an excessive focus on mega-events could divert the
government from promoting Hong Kong's distinctive local characteristics.

In my opinion, organizing large-scale events can be beneficial, but the Hong Kong government should
consider the content and quality of the events to avoid wasting valuable resources. Additionally, events
should be chosen to suit the preferences of local residents and not only international tourists. For example,
the Doraemon exhibition held in July was incredibly successful. Doraemon is a popular character in Hong
Kong that appeals to people of all ages, resulting in significant purchasing power among attendees.
Moreover, this event was organized by a private company without requiring government funding, yet it
brought substantial economic advantages to Hong Kong. This suggests that the government should play
a supportive role in identifying and promoting quality events rather than being the primary organizer.
If all the above factors | have mentioned are taken into consideration, | believe that the mega event
economy could deliver a significant boost to Hong Kong’s prospects and revenue in the near future.
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Uncertainties of the new proposal of differentiated tuition tees in Hong Kong
universities

As a current Form 5 student considering my options after secondary graduation, | find the issue about
introducing differentiated tuition fees across university disciplines in Hong Kong noteworthy. While
| understand the rationale behind the proposal to ease the financial burden on the government and
universities given the rising costs, | hold concerns that a stratified fee structure may negatively impact
equal access and equity in higher education.

To commence with, higher tuition for certain disciplines, such as medicine, dentistry, and other
laboratory-based sciences, may discourage financially disadvantaged students from pursuing these
fields regardless of their academic strengths. As highlighted in the news article, students from working-
class backgrounds may not dare to enrol in expensive courses even if they offer better career prospects
and the potential to raise family income. This differentiated fee structure risks creating financial
barriers that deprive motivated, lower-income students of equal opportunities. For many talented
students from working-class families, career choices are not solely based on passion or aptitude as
financial considerations are a major factor and the burden of higher tuition may be difficult to take on
without support. Even if the prospects of a medical or dental career may lift one's whole family out of
poverty in the long run, the initial cost barrier to enter these programs could seem insurmountable.

Taking on heavy student loan debt is also risky without certainty of graduating and finding well-paying
employment. This is emphasised as Li Yi-ying, a secondary school principal and the Chairwoman of
the Subsidized Secondary School Council, notes that good students may shy away from expensive but
profitable disciplines due to fears over affording costlier textbooks and lack of financial support networks.
Differentiated fees shift the criteria for selecting a field of study from meritocracy to socioeconomic
background. For motivated low-income achievers who excel in science and wish to enter medical lines,
tiered tuition privileges those who can rely on family wealth over academic talent alone as the low-income
achievers are eliminated and more places are available for less excellent students who are able to afford
the tuition fees. Without subsidies, such promising youths may feel that they have no choice but to
redirect their aspirations to less costly areas of study simply due to their financial circumstances rather
than passion or potential. In essence, stratified tuition risks shutting doors of opportunity that could allow
disadvantaged students to achieve upward mobility through education and occupation, which runs counter
to principles of equitable, universal access to university resources according to merit rather than means.




Moreover, tiered tuition fees based on study programs could further stratify society along economic lines.
Students may feel compelled to choose less costly majors and limit their options based on monetary
constraints rather than passion and talents. Over time, this could concentrate certain professions among
those privileged financially while restricting upward mobility through education. Implementing a tiered
fee system threatens to entrench class divides instead of alleviating them. As costs influence choice of
major, professions may gradually become dominated by those who can afford to enter them, regardless of
aptitude. For example, students gifted in sciences but facing tuition barriers may opt for less expensive
humanities degrees instead of pursuing medicine. This denies both the individual's talents and societal
need for qualified, capable and passionate medical professionals. Besides, upward mobility is restricted
as youth from lower-income families feel confined to less remunerative fields simply due to their ability to
afford university course fees rather than academic levels.

This class-based clustering can then perpetuate the cycle of disadvantage across generations. In fact,
children from upper-class families already tend to have greater guidance and resources preparing for
high-cost majors and stratified tuition simply stacks the odds further in their favor. In the long run, such
entrenchment of socioeconomic barriers dissuades the best and brightest across all strata of society from
maximizing their skills. Not only is this inequitable, but it also constrains Hong Kong's human capital and
potential for innovation as talented youth from different backgrounds feel their paths are limited from the
onset. If differentiated fees were introduced, divides in life trajectories and life outcomes would be at risk
of calcification rather than reduction.

The news article by SCMP highlighted that the costs of nurturing an undergraduate student at public
universities in Hong Kong has increased dramatically over the past decade, rising 42% to an average of
HK$288,000 per year. Certain disciplines such as medicine and dentistry entail even higher expenses that
are more than double other subjects. The UGC figures cited that expenditures across the board have been
ballooning rapidly. At the same time, tuition fees collected from students now only account for about 13%
of total costs, below the targeted 18% cost recovery rate. If this trend of rising expenditures outpacing fee
contributions continues unrestrained, it threatens to undermine the long-term fiscal viability of supporting
a quality higher education system.

Upholding a world-class yet financially sound university system benefits both current and future
generations of Hong Kong. Therefore, it is necessary for the government and universities to explore
innovative, multi-faceted solutions to address the rising costs faced by the higher education system
sustainably. One approach that could be expanded is strengthening needs-based financial aid, as implied
by Lau Chi-pang, the Associate Vice-President of Lingnan University. This approach enhances existing
scholarship and subsidy programs to ensure that financially disadvantaged yet academically outstanding
students can afford enrolling in costly disciplines, balancing the expenditures while upholding equal




access. As highlighted in the article, one of the major issues putting pressure on the sustainability of the
higher education system in Hong Kong is the widening gap between escalating expenditures and the
tuition fees collected from students.

Implementing a robust needs-based financial aid framework could help bridge this funding gap while
maintaining equitable access to university education. This approach on the other hand allows high-
achieving students from less privileged backgrounds to pursue high-cost degrees that offer favorable
career prospects, without being deterred by financial constraints, and helps maximize the utilization of
talent pools from all sectors of society. With more students able to meet full tuition fees through aid,
universities would collect higher fee incomes which subsidize rising expenditures to some degree.
Proper means-testing and monitoring would ensure that aid only reaches truly underprivileged groups
while bonding clauses could require aid recipients to work in priority fields facing labor shortages upon
graduation. Expanded financial aid thus achieves the twin goals of managing cost burdens sustainability
while upholding meritocracy and social mobility in higher education. It cultivates more homegrown
professionals for fields with high development importance as well as public returns on investment. Over
time, strengthening needs-based aid could play a meaningful role in narrowing the university funding gap
in a manner that considers socioeconomic diversity.

In addition, forging industry partnerships as seen in other countries could help share the financial
responsibility, especially for high-cost programs training students for skills in high demand. For instance,
industries that benefit from medical professionals could co-invest alongside the government and
universities in medical education. To implement the approach effectively, universities could reach out to
key employers that recruit graduates from certain fields in need. Programs such as Medicine, Engineering
and IT that produce in-demand talent would be prioritized. Memorandums of understanding could be
signed detailing partnership scopes. Consequently, industries may invest directly in state-of-the-art labs
or equipment used to train students skills of mutual interest or sponsor research projects tackling industry
problems. In return, universities provide industry-relevant curriculum and faculty expertise. Partners gain
pre-placement access to recruit top students while bonded scholarships may be awarded to attract new
enrollments. By co-developing customized courses together, universities optimize education quality
and career preparedness as industries facilitate skills pipelines for their workforce needs. With industry
investments supplementing government allocations, institutions receive additional funding support
without raising fees which eases cost burdens on universities to some degree. If structured systematically
with transparency, industry partnerships can be mutually beneficial for higher education, businesses
and the economy. By diversifying funding sources, this provides an innovative approach to the financial
sustainability challenge.

In conclusion, while | understand the rationale behind considering differentiated tuition fees to ease
financial pressures, | believe a stratified fee structure risks compromising equal access and social mobility
in higher education. A more prudent approach would be to explore balanced, multi-faceted solutions such
as expanding needs-based financial aid and forging industry partnerships, as discussed in the article.
When implemented thoughtfully with proper safeguards, these alternatives can help universities sustain
quality while upholding meritocracy as the primary criterion for university selection. As a future university
applicant, | hope to see the system prioritize nurturing talent from all socioeconomic backgrounds instead
of imposing barriers. The government and institutions shoulder an important responsibility to cultivate
aptitudes wherever they lie, unhindered by monetary concerns. Only then can Hong Kong maximize its
human resources and develop an equitable, vibrant knowledge economy for generations to come.
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Bamboo and Balance: The Economic Ecosystem of Giant Pandas

Recently, the entire city has been welcomed with some exciting news—the female panda Ying Ying's giving birth to a female
and a male cub. Additionally, our motherland China gifted us with another two pandas to celebrate the 75th national day.
Hong Kong has the number of pandas tripled in two months. To celebrate this, Hong Kong government introduced the “Big
Panda Economy”. Long story short, the term is to boost the city’s economy by attracting visitors to admire the new members
in captivity. Is this kind of economy really sustainable?

Obviously, in the short term, promoting a panda economy in Hong Kong can lead to a significant boost in tourism, which
benefits local businesses and the broader economy at last. Pandas are universally recognized as charismatic megafauna and
can attract both domestic and international tourists. According to China's statistics, “Big Panda Economy” can attract 260
thousand tourists per annum and lead to an increase of revenue 15 billion. In short, tourists will be triggered to visit Hong
Kong to see pandas which they might not have in their country. As a result, they spend in Hong Kong and boost the economy.

Additionally, the presence of pandas in Hong Kong can significantly boost the economy through panda event hosting, and
generate additional revenue. As mentioned, pandas are charismatic and beloved creatures. They have a nature of attracting
public attention. They are perfectly suitable to be made ideal focal points for various exhibitions or festivals. A good
demonstration is The Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding hosting an annual “Panda Festival” which features
educational and cultural performances. The pandas could even interact with visitors. This event attracts thousands of
visitors, thus generating substantial revenue for the local economy. In conclusion, the hosting of panda-centered events not
only capitalizes on the initial interest generated by these pandas, but also creates opportunities for a boost in the economy.

It is crystal clear that the big panda economy is sustainable in the short term. Nonetheless, we need to consider some long
term factors when speaking of sustainability of this type of economy.

The most prominent long term factor is ethical concerns surrounding captivity. If we focus too much on big pandas, citizens
would perceive the intention for keeping pandas is for commercial gain. Imagine a scenario where a major zoo's pandas
show signs of stress due to inadequate living conditions, prompting animal rights activists to launch a campaign against the
facility. This could tarnish the zoo's reputation and diminish support for broader conservation initiatives, due to the public
growing skeptical of organizations that prioritize profit over animal welfare. Furthermore, if visitors believe the primary motive
behind panda exhibits is commercial gain rather than genuine conservation, they may withdraw their attention towards big
pandas, leading to a decreased funding for vital research and habitat preservation efforts. Ultimately, addressing these
ethical dilemmas is crucial to maintaining public confidence and ensuring that both pandas and other endangered species
receive the compassionate care they need.

Furthermore, many tourists may come to see pandas out of curiosity, but once they have seen them, the likelihood of
returning specifically for the same attraction diminishes. While many tourists may initially flock to Hong Kong to see pandas
out of curiosity, the long-term impact of relying heavily on a single species for tourism can be detrimental to the economy.
For instance, according to a study by the World Travel and Tourism Council, destinations with a variety of attractions tend
to see repeat visitors at rates of 60% or higher compared to only 30% for those focused on a single feature. If Hong Kong's
tourism centers primarily around pandas, it would risk alienating potential repeat visitors who may seek varied experiences.
Moreover, the economic benefits derived from panda tourism may not be sufficient to support long-term growth if the local
economy does not diversify its offerings.

In a nutshell, promoting the “Big Panda Economy” does have some benefits to the economy in the short term by stimulating
tourism in ways of attracting them to explore rare creatures and using pandas as a theme to hold international events. On the
other hand, “Big Panda Economy” seems to be less beneficial to the economy when considering long term. Therefore, Hong
Kong government will consider a balance between conservation and economy. On the other hand, the government should

not rely too much on “Big Panda Economy”. Hopefully, the government outweighs these factors before taking further action.
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This piece highlights the opportunities and challenges of
promoting cultural initiatives aimed at revitalising the city. It
raises some pertinent questions and presents both potential
benefits and caveats, reflecting a thoughtful engagement with
the topic. To enhance the commentary, it would be useful to
include a clear reference to a news item or story to provide
relevant context, along with a more defined thesis at the
outset and clearer, more logically structured paragraphs that
follow a cohesive direction.

How Cultural Initiatives are Reviving Hong Kong

In the aftermath of the global economic downturn—further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic—
Hong Kong has increasingly recognized the crucial role cultural activities can play in rejuvenating its
economy. In response to this urgent need, the government has implemented a variety of initiatives aimed
at fostering cultural engagement, revitalizing the tourism sector, and promoting the creative industries.
This strategic shift addresses immediate economic challenges but also aligns with a broader global trend
emphasizing culture as a fundamental driver of economic recovery.

While Hong Kong's embrace of cultural events reflects a commendable effort to stimulate economic
growth, it is important to critically assess how these initiatives are implemented and their actual impact
on the community. A prime example is the Hong Kong Arts Festival, which serves as a platform for local
and international artists. This festival not only supports participating artists but also stimulates local
economies through increased foot traffic. However, one must question whether the benefits of such events
are equitably distributed. Are local businesses genuinely reaping the rewards, or are larger corporations
dominating the economic landscape at the expense of smaller, independent establishments?

These cultural initiatives undoubtedly enhance Hong Kong's appeal as a destination, attracting tourists,
potential residents, and expatriates seeking a culturally rich environment. However, the question arises: is
this cultural engagement accessible to all segments of society? As the city amplifies its cultural offerings, it
must ensure that these initiatives are inclusive and representative of its diverse population. There is a risk
that cultural activities could cater predominantly to affluent individuals, thereby alienating marginalized
communities.

Furthermore, music festivals play a vital role in enriching Hong Kong's cultural landscape. These gatherings
foster a sense of community and pride among attendees while providing local musicians with exposure.
Yet, it is essential to examine the sustainability of this model. Are these festivals genuinely nurturing
local talent, or are they primarily platforms for international acts, sidelining homegrown artists? The
balance between hosting renowned international performers and promoting local musicians is delicate
and requires careful consideration.

| In addition, public art installations and community-driven cultural projects aim to democratize art
consumption by integrating cultural experiences into everyday life. While this is a laudable goal, it is
crucial to evaluate who gets to define what constitutes art and whose narratives are represented in public
spaces. Public art can serve as a medium for social commentary, allowing artists to address pressing
community issues. However, if marginalized voices are excluded from these narratives, the potential for
social cohesion may be undermined.

While these cultural initiatives enhance local engagement, they also serve to elevate Hong Kong's
international profile as a vibrant cultural hub. Given the city’s historical reliance on tourism, attracting




international visitors through cultural engagement is paramount. However, this focus on tourism can
lead to a commodification of culture, where authenticity is sacrificed for marketability. How can Hong
Kong strike a balance between promoting its cultural identity and catering to the demands of the tourism
industry?

Moreover, when comparing Hong Kong's cultural initiatives to Singapore’s, it becomes clear that Singapore
has established a more robust cultural framework characterized by strategic planning and effective
resource allocation. The government’s commitment to hosting large-scale international arts festivals has
resulted in a vibrant cultural scene that consistently attracts a broad audience. In contrast, Hong Kong's
initiatives often lack the coherence necessary to build a similar cultural ecosystem. This fragmentation
can dilute the potential for creative collaboration and diminish the overall effectiveness of cultural events.

To enhance the efficacy of its cultural initiatives and compete with Singapore, Hong Kong must adopt
strategic approaches that prioritize inclusivity and collaboration. Strengthening partnerships with both
local and international artists and cultural organizations can diversify cultural offerings and amplify their
impact. Such collaborations should emphasize mutual benefit, ensuring that local artists and communities
are not overshadowed by their international counterparts.

Furthermore, the development of a comprehensive long-term cultural strategy is crucial. This plan should
prioritize equitable resource allocation and sustained support for the arts, ensuring that cultural initiatives
are not merely one-off events but integral components of an ongoing effort to enrich the cultural
landscape. By evaluating the effectiveness of cultural programs and making necessary adjustments based
on community feedback, Hong Kong can better meet the needs of its diverse population.

Hong Kong has the opportunity to create distinctive cultural brands that leverage its unique heritage. By
celebrating its multicultural identity and blending various artistic traditions, the city can resonate with
both local and international audiences. However, it is essential to remain mindful of the potential pitfalls of
cultural tourism. Authenticity should not be sacrificed in the pursuit of attracting visitors; rather, the focus
should be on promoting genuine cultural experiences that reflect the city’s diverse heritage.

In conclusion, while Hong Kong's promotion of cultural activities is a vital step toward economic
revitalization, it must navigate several challenges to achieve its goals effectively. By learning from
successful models such as Singapore and critically assessing its own strategies, Hong Kong can transform
its cultural initiatives into powerful catalysts for economic growth. Continuous improvement, inclusivity,
and a steadfast commitment to nurturing the local cultural ecosystem will be essential for Hong Kong to
reclaim its status as a global cultural hub.

Through these concerted efforts, the city can harness its cultural potential not only to foster economic
recovery but also to enhance its international profile. By cultivating a rich cultural environment that
inspires both residents and visitors, Hong Kong can reinforce its identity as a dynamic and culturally rich
destination. In doing so, it can emerge from the shadows of the pandemic, not merely as a city recovering
from economic hardship, but as a renewed beacon of culture and creativity on the world stage.
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i VisTadil piece. The conclusion also effectively sums up the response ‘

h to the question posed at the beginning of the commentary.

However, there are some grammatical or structural errors

that could be addressed through closer editing.

Are Hong Kong athletes getting the treatment they deserve?

Cheung Ka Long, Siobhan Bernadette Haughey, and Vivian Kong. These Olympic medalists, along with
numerous other Hong Kong representatives, have raised public interest in sports following their fruitful
return from the 2024 Paris Olympics. However, behind all the glistening medals, towering podiums and
thunderous applause was their unmatched effort, time and sweat dedicated to perfecting their skills.
This raises a question: are our athletes getting the treatment they deserve for their commitment?

According to CNBC Sport, Hong Kong topped the list of highest Olympic medal bonuses, with athletes
receiving $768,000, $384,000, and $192,000 USD for every gold, silver and bronze medal respectively.
Compared to the Tokyo Summer Olympics, Hong Kong athletes receive 20% more cash incentives this
year — which is partly brought by the success of the Tokyo Olympics — and according to The Standard,
MTR offered free lifetime tickets to all medalists. The Hong Kong society offered a colossal amount of
rewards in recognition of the athletes’ achievements, and the importance of sports in Hong Kong is
rapidly increasing with no signs of slowing down.

Hk Though important the result may be, what is crucial in helping the result shine bright is the process.

According to the website of the HKSAR and Hong Kong Sports Institute, athletes are provided with a
direct financial grant of up to $50,000, professional coaching, opportunities for training and competitions
around the globe, and many more, all supported by various grants and support schemes.

However, in an interview with 14-year-old robe jumping athlete Kaylie Wong, she reflected some flaws in
the scheme. As rope jumping is not listed as one of the subsidized sports, she has to spend approximately
$6000 HKD on training every month and represent Hong Kong to participate in competitions abroad at
her own expense, amounting up to $30,000 HKD. On top of all the sacrificed rest put in honing her skills,
she has to shoulder additional financial burden just to gain more experience, when many other athletes
are sponsored by the government to partake in such activities.
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Aside from sports without aid allowance, another issue is the low salary of full time and part time
athletes. As of 2024, wages of athletes are classified into different categories, namely Elite A+, Elite B+,
Elite B, Elite C, and senior squad. Athletes of Elite C and above are typically those who are qualified for
the Olympics, an impressive feat that is the goal of many, and they receive a monthly wage of $11,5620
h HKD, which is lower than the average monthly salary of $19,800 in Hong Kong. Even though athletes are

‘ provided with accommodation and coaching, they have to bear some fees for equipment or competition
themselves, which leaves them with limited income. Some athletes choose to take on additional jobs
such as coaching to cover their expenses, which takes up some of their time and effort they could have
spent on refining their skills.

Athletes receive a large sum after winning trophies but are provided with inadequate support in their
training. This somewhat reflects a common mindset of Hong Kong people that the result is more
important than the process. Although the outcome also has its significance, and athletes should be
commended for their achievements, what should be the main focus is the process. Many have the talent
to achieve outstanding results, but few have the resolve to set their dreams into action and devote
countless hours to it. Especially professional athletes who are not particularly skilled, they may dedicate
the same, if not more effort than their high achieving counterparts, but earn far less. This reflects that
the achievements of athletes should not be the major factor in determining their wage.

There is a stereotype that doing sports will not lead to a bright future. Numerous parents urge their
children to treat sports as nothing more than a hobby and instead devote their time and energy on
academics. Although that may be true with the low wage of athletes, being a professional is an honorable
job that is not for the weak of heart. Many talented teens may have the will, dedication and skill to
become a professional, but are forced to give up on their dreams due to the low income partnered
with their family’s opinions. The government should increase the benefits of athletes to falsify these
stereotypes and encourage more aspiring young sportsmen to become professional, promoting sports
as an occupation rather than just a hobby.

Hh Although there seems to be little we can do to alleviate this problem regarding government policies, there
are actually a few things normal citizens like us in the community can do. We can start by heightening
awareness of this problem and hopefully persuade the government to improve the policy. Another action
we can take is to support any athletes around us regardless of their skill level, a little support goes a long
way. Simple acts such as showing appreciation and respect for their hard work will benefit the health of
their mindset greatly.
SportsinHong Kong is experiencing some obstacles in promoting its development. With limited resources,
stereotypes, and heavy investment, both in terms of time and financially, many in the community will not
have the chance to shine. We can contribute by drawing attention to this issue and providing moral
support to athletes around us. To be more inclusive and to encourage more people to participate, the
government should evaluate their sports subsidy to athletes.

Toanswer the question, Hong Kong athletes are getting the treatment they deserve for their achievements,
but not for their perseverance behind the scenes, a shining example of their sportsmanship and the most
difficult to achieve.
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