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News Commentary Competition: Junior Form

Champion Name School Topic
Champion Leung Wang Kin Munsang College Express Rail Link:--towards nothing?
1st Reece Luk HKMA David Li Kwok Po College Hong Kong's Typhoon Mangkhut response
runner-up highlights value of community spirit in tackling
natural disasters
2nd Asif Anusheh HKMA David Li Kwok Po College National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
runner-up
3rd Wong Ching Yat HKMA David Li Kwok Po College My view on the National Anthem Law
runner-up Dustin
3rd Chan Pak Chim Jam New Territories Heung Yee Kuk Is Inter Korean Summit really help?
runner-up Yuen Long District Secondary
School
Final Round Cheung Wing Sum Munsang College Changes needed to Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
Entrants Bridge's shuttle bus service after thousands of
passengers kept waiting for hours
Final Round Chow Tin Hei Munsang College The Opening of the HK-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge
Entrants

Final Round Sophie Lai Hoi Lum HKMA David Li Kwok Po College National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
Entrants
Final Round Chung Cheuk Ying HKMA David Li Kwok Po College National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
Entrants
Final Round Brar Rajwinder HKMA David Li Kwok Po College National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
Entrants

Final Round Tsang Wing Ki Winki HKMA David Li Kwok Po College National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
Entrants

Final Round Huynh Allyson Yu St. Mary's Canossian College Should Hong Kong workers get the day off after
Entrants a typhoon? Calls grow to give leader power to
declare state of disaster

Final Round Au Fai Liong St. Paul's College Does the rich have the right to be pardoned from
Entrants any offences?

News Commentary Competition: Senior Form

Champion Name School Topic

Champion Law Chor Yin Chloe Heep Yunn School The blaring alarm of society : student suicide

1st Lam Yi Kiu Brentan  St. Stephen's College Hong Kong in needed for busking licensing
runner-up system

2nd Cheung Yan Ting St. Mary's Canossian College It is time we reflect on the termination of Sai
runner-up Yeung Choi Street South

3rd Tong Tsz Wang Hong Kong Chinese Women's Social issue in Hong Kong : Liberal Studies
runner-up Club College under vigorous debates

3rd Cheng Pat Hei St. Paul's College Should the Government Call Halts to ‘Lantau
runner-up Tomorrow Vision’ ?

Final Round Ng Truman Toby St. Paul's College Judge Kavanaugh should not be appointed as US
Entrants Supreme Court Justice

Final Round Wong Ying St. Stephen's College Healthcare reform

Entrants

Final Round Wong Tsz Ki Jackie St. Mary's Canossian College 18 years of raucous Hong Kong Street

Entrants entertainment to end on 29 July

Final Round Chau Wing Yu Helen St. Antonius Girls' College Hong Kong's enthnic minorities

Entrants
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Express Rail Link ..

Judge’s Comment
Dr. Simon Shen :
The student has a clear stance and he
can clearly answer the questions raised
in the first paragraph set by the author.
The points raised by the author are also
valid arguments and could support by
evidence. The use of language is also
good, and we can see the author have
his or her own opinion clearly stated in
the topic, so it is overall a well-written
article.

. towards nothing?

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

The Express Rail Link (Hong Kong section), at long last,
has inaugurated. Becoming the spotlight of media at once and
widely reported, the Link (officially named Beijing-Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong high-speed railway, Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong section) has become a household topic.
Citizens quickly divided themselves into two camps. So, what is all
that fuss about?

The Express Rail Link (Hong Kong section) is an extension
of the already existing high-speed railway in the mainland China.
Covering 26 kilometers of Hong Kong soil, it aims to bridge
West Kowloon and the Hong-Kong-Shenzhen boundary. Citing a
convenient connection to the mainland, boosting the economy
in Hong Kong, and environmental-friendly transportation, the
Hong Kong government authorized the building of the Link in
2009, envisioning its inaugural in 2015. In addition to the two
trains already in service, Hong Kong also built a train to cope
with the increasing passengers once the Hong Kong section has
inaugurated. The train is named 'Vibrant Express' by one of my
fellow schoolmates. However, is the Link too good to be true? |
think there is some truth to this.

Firstly, the cost effectiveness is found to be frustratingly
low. According to calculations by Apple Daily, going to and
from Beijing via mainland airlines is approximately $1900.
However, the Link charges $2216. That is before we mention
the significantly longer travel time. Even if you choose to go to
Shanghai, a shorter journey, the cost of going by the Link is only
cheaper than the airlines by a tight margin. In short, it is cheaper
and quicker for you to visit other parts of China by plane.

Secondly, the Express Rail Link is not as efficient as
expected. Criticism towards the Link mainly revolves around its
legitimacy. | am no expert of law, but | think the problem that
should be of greater concern is that is not very convenient, at
least less than what the government promises. The government
promises a 48-minute journey from the West Kowloon Station
to the South Guangzhou Station. However, it put less emphasis
on the fact that there are only 3 of these trains to the South
Guangzhou Station, departing from the West Kowloon Station
at 10:00, 15:00 and 17:35 respectively. As of this writing, there
is even a special arrangement in the weekends (the most likely
days that people are going on a trip) that there will be NO trains
travelling to any destinations other than Futian. If you consider the

frequency of alternative options, it is no wonder that the Link had
a depressing number of passengers. For example, the intercity
through train has 12 trains per day and the time to Guangzhou is
just 15 minutes more than the Link! And that is before we mention
the ¥28 price advantage. It is almost a no-brainer for people to
choose which form of transportation to tourist attractions.

Thirdly, the Express Rail Link (Hong Kong section) is a very
costly project. The project costs an approximately HKD$86 billion
(over-budget) to build. However, can it live up to its expectations
and cover the costs with income, and ultimately turn a profit? If
things keep at this rate, | think the possibility is not very high. The
government originally planned for the Link to carry 80000 people
to and from West Kowloon Station. On the first day, there were
75517 people travelling by the Link. It has since nosedived 21375
on the second day, according to the South China Moming Post. In
addition, a worrying portion of passengers said that they were just
trying out the Link as a fad. | estimate that the ticket sales of the
Link will continue its plunge, and will be a far cry from profit for
the seen future.

| understand that there is a significant portion of the
society as well as two governments supporting the Link. There
main argument is that the Link boosts economy of both Hong
Kong and the Mainland by offering a convenient transport to
the Mainland in urban areas. However, as we can see, not too
many Hong Kong citizens use the Link in reality. The supporters
may then retort: then won't it boost the economy of Hong Kong?
Theoretically, it would. But do we really want more visitors? Hong
Kong already has an overwhelming population density of 6,698
people per square kilometer (Washington D.C.: 4,521). We are
already over-crowded, and I am confident that residents near
tourist attractions will not take the news too kindly if there are
additional thousands of tourists. Remember that scandalous ‘Anti-
locust campaign'?

In a nutshell, | think the contribution of the Beijing-
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong high-speed railway, Guangzhou-
Shenzhen-Hong Kong section is insignificant. Being over-budget,
| believe that its benefits will never outweigh its costs. | hope the
government really look into the advantages and disadvantages of an
infrastructure project and not make a hasty decision like this one again.
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Judge’s Comment

Dr. Simon Shen :

The author first presents the ideas from
both positive and negative side and then
develops the argument according to his
or her stance. | am impressed by the
author that he or she did not just present
opinion, but also policy and measurement
suggestions. The author could also
support the article with adequate
evidence.

Hong Kong’s Typhoon Mangkhut
response highlights value of community
spirit in tackling natural disasters

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

Hong Kong's altruistic spirit has been strong and vibrant
after the typhoon. Students have helped clean up their schools,
the tourism sector offered free bus rides to residents in the New
Territories, volunteers from one church distributed food to the elderly,
to give justa few examples.

Given the massive scale of the destruction, simply waiting for
the government to handle the entire clean-up operation would have
been unrealistic so it was heartening to witness the involvement
of the community. This is exactly how we can leverage community
resources to help each other.

Hong Kong has coped well with natural disasters due to the
development of better infrastructure. Based on Observatory records,
the deadliest typhoons in the city's history were Wanda in 1962,
which claimed 130 lives with 53 people missing, and Typhoon
Rose, which killed 110 people in 1971. Since then, Hong Kong has
managed to survive many storms without major loss of life.

That the number of casualties has been reduced substantially
is not down to luck but, rather, the hard work and diligent efforts of
many. Sometimes, we do take things for granted. When Mangkhut
hit the Philippines, it killed over 100 people. On the other side of the
world, Hurricane Florence caused over 40 deaths in the US.

The chaotic situation facing by commuters in Hong Kong
after Mangkhut hit is very unfortunate. More than 1,000 road
sections were blocked by fallen trees and other debris. Bus services
were largely cancelled the next day and train services were disrupted
on the East Rail Line. The morning rush hour on September 17 was
particularly onerous for many people.

The Education Bureau's decision to close schools for two days
after the typhoon was a timely move to avoid further traffic congestion
and to ensure the safety of pupils. Our university cancelled classes
for a day, but essential services were still in operation to provide
necessary support.

The business sector wasted no time in resuming operations
after the typhoon. While this speaks of its efficiency, we might
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perhaps have been too efficient, as retumning to work in the chaotic
aftermath of the typhoon was certainly stressful for employees.
Sometimes, we need to give ourselves and others more room to
recover. Otherwise, we gain efficiency at the expense of the well-
being of the whole community.

To be fair, the Hong Kong government did a good job in its
early warnings and preparations before the typhoon hit. However, it
might have underestimated the amount of damage to be dealt with
afterwards. A better surveillance and monitoring system should be
set up with the support of the community. The community at large
can provide information that helps the government stay updated on
the situation in different areas.

A mechanism to gather information would help improve the
government's response to natural disasters. Also, a more sympathetic
and empathetic attitude from employers would help ease the worries
of many who tried to get to work on time. We can all learn from this
episode to better prepare for future storms.

Perhaps the coming weeks would be a good time to show
our understanding towards each other, including those who might
still be struggling in the aftermath with a lack electricity and water.
The hardworking attitude of Hongkongers is admirable, and we
should indeed be grateful to those who provide the essential services
that keep the city safe and running.

While our sincere gratitude goes to the workers who risked
their lives for others during the typhoon - the firefighters, police force
and the many others who worked hard to speed up the recovery of
the city - we should all play a part in community rebuilding.

I think the government should give the people to have a one
day off. It is because the day after typhoon Mangkhut hitting Hong
Kong, the road is filled with a lot of fallen trees and there are traffic
jams around the territory. The damaged over-head cable of the East
Rail Line is the strongest barricade for the hardworking labour of
Hong Kong, and many people stuck in the station and go to work
very late. | suggest the government to give the people a one day off.
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National Anthem Law in Hong Kong
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First of all, I do understand why the Hong Kong
government wants to implement the National Anthem Law in
Hong Kong. The reasons are: to bring awareness in Hong Kong
citizens that they should be proud and respect the National
Anthem law, The March of the Volunteers. Recently, there has
been many incidents of HKSAR citizens making fun of and
disrespecting the National Anthem; fans started booing and
disrespecting the national anthem when it was played at a
football stadium at Mong Kok. In my opinion, that was very
childish and wrong for them to be that disrespectful. But bear
in mind, if the law does get passed, those who continue to
disrespect the national anthem will be fined a maximum of
HK$50,000 and face a prison term of up to three years.

Secondly, | think there are a lot of different views on this
law. The people who don't support this law may not support it
as they do not like China's culture or because they do not like
what China preaches or they do not want to be forced to respect
the national anthem law because Hong Kong is a city which
preaches freedom of speech, they in fact have many reasons. On
the other hand, the people who do support this law are happy
with the law as they feel proud of China's achievements, they
would want everyone to embrace their 'Chinese' background
or they do not like the fact that people like to disrespect the
National Anthem.

Back to my point, | do not support the law. Hong Kong is
a city with lots of people from different countries and cultures,
Children who aren't Chinese may not want to feel forced to
sing the National Anthem. Also, they may have a difficult time
learning the National Anthem law because Chinese might not be
their mother tone and because there are schools in Hong Kong
which may not place great emphasis on Chinese or Putonghua.
Also, | find the fine and imprisonment of three years rather
ridiculous, it is way too much. No one should go to prison for 3
years because of this and the fine should be lowered to a few
thousand dollars. If a non-Chinese who just came to Hong Kong
had no clue of the National Anthem law did not salute or they
were talking, they would go to jail for that! That is ridiculous.

However | do think the national identity has decrease
among young Hong Kong people. When the football match
started, most of the young people were misbehaving and this
shows how they do not like their national identity. But | think
that this is not all of their fault as the HKSAR government has
not put enough effort to make them feel proud of China.

Besides, | think there are many ways to increase the
sense of national identity among young people. | think the past
or culture of China has not been embraced by many of them.
The lyrics of the anthem tell us that China has been looked
down upon but would never give up until they won. Sadly, many
of us still do not want to learn more about and embrace China.
Hong Kong should continue the education about students
learning the past of China. Also, more grand celebrations should
be held on important days like October 1st and July 2nd, they
should have mini game booths for kids and more traditional
performances to help increase knowledge of the past of China
and their achievements.
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The blaring alarm of society:

Student Suicide
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In recent years, the issue of students committing suicide
has become a blaring alarm in society. Waves of students have
resorted to ending their lives, the most notable period being in
February of 2017 where five students took their lives in the span
of 17 days. Unfortunately, the Hong Kong government seems to
be repeatedly hitting the snooze button of the alarm, only making
half-hearted attempts to solve the crisis of students committing
suicide . | strongly believe that the Hong Kong government,
especially the Education Bureau, holds the responsibility of
mitigating the crisis immediately.

The Education Bureau, as the primary mover of the
prevention of students committing suicide, has proposed various
schemes to combat this increasingly serious problem. For the
teachers, they have proposed the Joyful@School Campaign, for
example, and they have also put out different resources for the
teachers’ reference. This includes handbooks for understanding
pupils with mental health issues, handbooks to detect the signals
when a student is on the edge of suicide, life education teaching
materials, etc. As for the students themselves, the Bureau has
given them support through hiring social workers in schools,
empowering them through the implementation of quite some life
planning schemes, etc.

In my opinion, although the Education Bureau has put
into effect quite some policies to prevent students committing
suicide, they are unfortunately ineffective. As the World Health
Organization (WHO) defines it, health is ‘a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being". However, it is clear that
the schemes proposed by the Education Bureau does not fully
commit to this definition. Firstly, the resources provided for the
teachers, like the handbooks on detecting students with suicidal
behaviours, are not suited for them at all. Teachers are constantly
busy with their own work, and they are primarily focused on the
students' academic performance. Therefore, it is hard for them
to spot students who are exhibiting such symptoms which are
outside of academics, and they do not have time to be able to
observe each individual student. With so many students that they
have to teach on a daily basis, teachers may not be able to detect
students who are suicidal at all. As a result, students who may
have felt suicidal could feel like their pleas for help have been
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ignored, when in reality their pleas were not even acknowledged
atall.

As for the students, they have not been treated with
suitable and appropriate schemes to prevent their suicides, either.
As common knowledge dictates, there is no one reason to suicide.
May it be troubles with schoolwork, family or friends, it is hard to
understand how one feels before suicide unless the person has
had that feeling before. Despite that, the government seems to
believe that student suicides are caused by poor life planning
skills, and thus promote positive thinking in the face of crisis
and centre most of their suicide prevention schemes to promote
better life planning skills. As former Education Secretary Eddie
Ng once stated, "Poor life planning is the reason why students
are taking their lives.” Though life planning may be important
and could potentially prevent many students from going on this
one-way journey when they have thought out their life clearly,
it is not the sole reason why students choose to commit suicide.
The Education Bureau, in spite of that, chose to focus on that one
aspect, providing an abundance of resources like Life Education
Teaching Materials for the students, when they are completely
overlooking the other possible reasons that would drive students
to suicide. Merely focusing on one aspect of student suicide and
magnifying it while thinking that the problem is solved is a foolish
idea. Furthermore, most students who are committing suicide
are in secondary school and university. Students in that period
are usually in puberty, where they tend to explore more aspects
of themselves and experiment with it. They may be interested in
something when they are in junior secondary, but lose interest
in it later on. Be that as it may, the current education system
essentially forces students to make their life choices in senior
secondary, when they have to choose their electives; which in
turn have a large impact on what they would study in university.
As an illustration, if one opts not to take Chemistry as an elective
in senior secondary, you cannot study in the medical field in
university. Therefore, it is not a valid argument to suggest that
students are committing suicide because of poor life planning,
when the education system does not allow them the option of
exploring their opportunities, and to choose the best route for
themselves on their lives. As the schemes and resources provided
by the Education Bureau fail to correctly aim at the needs and



limitations of the roles of teachers and students, the Bureau
therefore cannot achieve the WHO's standard of a ‘complete’ state
of mental well-being. Thus, the Bureau is ineffective in its schemes
of the increased involvement of teachers, and better life planning.

As the nature of a suicide case cannot be concluded with
follow-up procedures, much work on the prevention of suicide
is needed. For the students, | believe that schemes should be
proposed in the three aspects of universal, selective and indicated
level of work. First of all, the universal level of work should be
provided to bring general support to all students. The Education
Bureau should first promote the mental well-being and health
of students. The Bureau should also review relevant aspects in
the education system to support and address the developmental
and diverse needs of students. As an illustration, the Bureau
should review the straitjacket they have strapped students in,
for making them choose their career path too early on. Steve
Jobs, one of the founders of Apple Inc., was a college dropout,
yet could still become one of the most influential people of the
21st century by creating the iconic Apple brand; with its current
net worth at US$1 trillion. This shows that a higher education
is not completely necessary to achieving success. Thus, Hong
Kong should also review its education system to cater to different
students with different talents and needs; and not only force
them to go through one form of education. Secondly, the selective
level of work should be provided to students who are vulnerable
to suicide. The Education Bureau should conduct gatekeeper
training for early identification and intervention. They should also
develop screening tools and guidelines for at-risk student support.

Additionally, they should enhance the referral mechanism to
mental health services. When members of the school, like the
teachers, are well-equipped and well-trained to identify students
who are vulnerable and know exactly what to do to help them;
the process of a student resorting to suicide would be cut short
much earlier than it would have, and therefore making it easier
and more effective in solving the problem. Lastly, the Education
Bureau should establish the indicated level of work to suicidal
students. They should establish school-based multidisciplinary
platforms for students and to enhance the accessibility to mental
health services. With the implementation of a multidisciplinary
platform, designers of various, relevant disciplines could utilize
their knowledge to devise a solution to lead the student away
from the path of suicide. The optimum of the problem is superior
in the sense that the design can be found by optimizing each
discipline sequentially, since it can exploit the interactions
between the disciplines. Also, once the dangerous situation that
the student is under is stabled by the multidisciplinary design,
they can be referred to a therapist or a specialist in mental health
to further improve the student's position.

In conclusion, the Education Bureau, as the primary
mover of the prevention of students’ suicides, is currently not
doing enough to help students with suicidal tendencies. With the
immediate implementation of other, more selective schemes such
as the ones | have suggested above, | firmly believe that the alarm
will stop ringing, and we can all rise to greet a lovely morning with
the sun shining above us.
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Hong Kong in need for a busking

licensing system
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Angry demonstrators have recently cropped up to fight for
the rights of pedestrians and shoppers in Tsim Sha Tsui in response
to a nuisance caused by a massive influx of buskers from Mong Kok.
Earlier this year, a nearly unanimous vote by the district council and
strong disapproval of the locals led to the shutdown of the pedestrian
zone on Sai Yeung Choi Street. Sai Yeung Choi Street was originally
filled with buskers from day to night at the weekends, where people
clap, cheer and chant for the street performers whilst residents or
tenants nearby expressed distress and annoyance to the blaring
microphones. After the shutdown, they turned to other places also
with high flow of people. Amid this turbulence, different voices
calling for preservation or banishing the street culture have become
more apparent. An association of Mong Kok buskers has even drafted
a proposal on licensing to the government. | believe the introduction
of a licensing system to curb the social problem is necessary.

Firstly, street performance, no doubt, has been the
sole channel for young, budding artists to entertain a crowd by
displaying their talents. It gives them opportunity for feedback
and improvements on their skills. A complete crackdown on street
performance would undermine the potentials of the younger
generation - a city's worst fear. Yet, Hong Kong buskers are often
caricatured as ‘low culture’ at the weekends, it is not uncommon
to find middle-aged people dressed up in outlandish, brightly
coloured clothes dancing off-beat to the music. They display quirky
postures which only some of the pedestrians find it amusing. If a
group of young talents wants to showcase their art there, the fact is,
it is sadly impossible. These older street performers have the entire
street to themselves; they have specially “reserved"” spots to perform.
Others who wish to join the rank have to pay in order to rent a spot.
This adamantly deters young people to share their creative work as
paying unreasonable fees is required. Compared to ten years ago,
when this pedestrian-zone-scheme was launched, the intended free
pedestrian space has pretty much dwindled. The zone should restore
its initial purpose of a traffic-free area to improve the convenience
of pedestrians and prevent a cohort of singers rivalling each other.
To protect the spirit of freedom of space where every pedestrian and
artist can share, licensing systems should be set up to ensure the
opportunities of the young, forthcoming talented and regulate the
number of performers on the streets.
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Secondly, the lack of a licensing system has caused great
disturbance to tenants and residents nearby. Performers now own
large, powerful amplifiers to fight to be the loudest, turning the
streets into an unsightly battle for volume. The cacophony, loud
enough to inundate voices for others cause economic loss for
Laneige, who owns a shop adjacent to two rivalling performing
“stands". Due to slack-growing sales as customers had been deterred
to visit the shop, they erected a noise barrier. With the barrier, it
has allowed the salespeople to speak to the customers for the first
time. Reports have shown that the average volume around the area
ranges from 80 to 100 decibels, which can likely bring about hearing
problems after prolonged exposure. Moreover, nearby residents have
reported symptoms like depression, anxiety and insomnia to district
councilors, some of which could not bear any longer and moved.
Similarly, in Tsim Sha Tsui, a newsagent complained about that the
newcomers from Mong Kok outcompete the veterans and has raised
voice levels to an unbearable extent. Other original buskers claim
they are not accustomed to sharing the space among others, causing
unnecessary annoyance. No doubt, street performers, who believe
performing as their right and freedom, has not been fully aware of
the consequences they may bring. In fact, it has already an offence
to play loud music on the street as it is enshrined in the Summary
Offences Ordinance and Noise Control Ordinance. However, the
Police can do only so much to prohibit the performers by verbal
warning or a fine. Once they have left, the volume is tumed up again.
Considering the enactment of law is virtually non-existent, more
stringent regulations must be imposed to restore order and harmony
between buskers and act as a deterrent to offenders who produce too
much noise.

What | see from this phenomenon is that an implementation
of a licensing system will be the inevitable. The story of Singapore
shows us the possibility of increase in the number of buskers,
contrary to beliefs of many. According to the National Arts Council
(NAC), which oversees the licensing of buskers in Singapore, over
half of the estimated 300 buskers are below the age of 35. By
comparison, only one in 10 of the estimated 140 buskers around in
2008 were similarly aged.

Nonetheless, the introduction of a licensing policy would be a




controversial move, raising concerns on whether screening tests will
hinder creativity and originality. Research must be done beforehand
to truly understand the genre of acts buskers perform.

In Singapore, applicants have to go through an audition.
During the audition, applicants are given an estimated 5 minutes to
demonstrate busking act and abilities to create rapport. Successful
ones are granted a busking card, which allows them to only busk at
designated spots. Performance times and sound level generated
are also strictly manipulated. Buskers are also prohibited to solicit
for gratuity and sell merchandise, a rule that can effectively prevent
unlawful hawking. A much more all-round example would be the
Street Performer Program from the port authority of San Francisco.
Performers who apply for the programme benefit from being able
to schedule their performances at designated locations and perform
for longer time periods on an previously selected time slot for each
performer. This is useful for preventing clashing between groups who
want to occupy the same space. Unscheduled performers are also
welcomed but have to follow a first come first serve basis. Prestigious
places like Covent Garden in West End, London restrict any playing
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of instruments and usage of amplifiers. Performers have to be
vigorously screened and allowances are predominantly are given
to variety / circus acts with a structured show. All in all, the common
goal of these policies are to ensure fair and equitable access for all
performers, discouraging rivalry and prevent any interference of
other stakeholder's rights and maintaining a pleasant environment
for everyone to share. Hong Kong must learn from these successful
examples and bring vibrance to the streets of this cultural desert.

| believe through the concerted effort from different
parties and extensive consultation of opinions from the public, the
suggested licensing system could be a resolution to the disorderly
manner of busking and encourage talents of the new generation.

R
}fﬁﬂﬁ
./7J’7




t****

News Commentary Competition

Junior | English Section

St. Mary's Canossian
College

t****

Judge’s Comment

Prof. Tso Hung, Scarlet :

The main focus of the theme is to inspire
the readers to rethink some social issues
that the public should be aware of. The
author has suggested some solutions to
the government that seem quite practical
and worth considering.

It is time we reflect on the termination
of Sai Yeung Choi Street South
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On 4th August , the Yau Tsim Mong District Council
terminated the pedestrian zone on Sai Yeung Choi Street
South, putting an end to the street performances that have
accompanied Hong Kong people for years. That was, after a
spike in noise complaints of Mong Kok residents. The Hong
Kong government could not solve this problem, and termination
seemed like an easy solution. But are there really no other ways
to resolve the problem?

The pedestrian zone was initially set up to provide a
safe environment for people to do shopping because there was
overcrowding on both sides of the pavement.

Over the years, Sai Yeung Choi Street South has become
a place where commerce, art and culture comes together to form
a prominent landmark. Anyone visiting the spot will be soaked
in the warm and friendly atmosphere the locals create.

With its large variety of street performances, Sai
Yeung Choi Street South is a major spot for the promotion of
performing arts and Hong Kong culture. In this lively corner
where creativity is unlimited, performers are free to express
themselves through various art forms and put on all sorts of
shows. Some prefer singing with live musicians, playing the
guitar as accompaniment. Some prefer playing magic. Others
enjoy demonstrating their acrobatic or miming skills. There are
also some, like the Mong Kok Lady Gaga, who love dancing
in front of numerous audiences. If you have had a stroll in
the street, you would definitely be able to spot passionate
performers showcasing their talents, and a couple of happy
faces surrounding them. Unfortunately, this scene will forever
be gone, as we watch our collective memories mercilessly burn
to ashes.

Some may argue that if we keep the pedestrian zone
without tending to the residents’ complaints, it will no longer
be a zone for entertainment, but a public nuisance. Therefore, |
would like to suggest the following solutions corresponding to
the problems raised.

The first and the most severe problem of all would be the
noise levels, an issue causing the residents to hit the roof and
scream for termination. According to the survey commissioned
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by the Liberal Party, the performances on Sai Yeung Choi Street
South on Saturday nights were as loud as 101.5 decibels. We
also know that sound levels of 85 decibels can already cause
hearing loss and tinnitus (which is a ringing or buzzing in the
ears or head), as stated in the thematic report of the European
Agency for Safety and Health at work. The health effects caused
by prolonged exposure to that environment can then be
imagined.

It is clear that this is a problem residents cannot resolve
themselves, so it is high time the government comes to the
rescue. One of the most effective ways would be to set up a law
to ensure performers keep their sounds at an acceptable level.
However, if the law were not enforced properly, it would just
be a useless regulation that is laid down but forgotten. Then it
would be up to police patrols like irregular 'snaking' operations
to guarantee the effectiveness of the law and any offenders be
put under arrest as soon as possible.

As for performers, there may be quarrels among
themselves as there is keen competition for the best spot. Some
may also point out that they have been using this location for
years, and no one should trespass their territory.

For this, the government should fulfill their obligation
to protect the people in Hong Kong. The solution to this is
straightforward - to give people what they want. Performers
squabble just to secure a place for their shows. Thus, the
government can provide designated regions to each group of
performers. Then there would be no reason to quarrel anymore.

Another issue would be the safety concerns, and Mong
Kok shoppers are the first to be affected. In case anything, for
instance a fire, happens, people will not be able to leave in time,
because of the severe overcrowding and lack of regulation in the
area.

No worries, the government can help as well. Once
performers have their own 'territories', it will be easy for the
government to safeguard people's lives - simply by adding in
escape routes to the plans above.

It seems that numerous ways can be proposed to solve



the above problems to reduce the negative impacts to the
residents but preserve the pedestrian zone. Why wouldn't these
measures be adopted? Let us put away our magnifying glass
for a moment and take some time to screen through the whole
picture. You would probably discover that a deeper, tougher
problem lies behind. At this point, it is clear that the government
has turned a blind eye to the underlying problem---not giving
way for the development of local street culture.

Currently, performers are scattered in places like Mody
Road and Star Ferry Pier in Tsim Sha Tsui, or even the Times
Square in Causeway Bay. Scrapping the pedestrian zone
simply reflects that our rash, illegitimate government has
completely underestimated the consequences of putting an
end to the cultural realm. The truth is that when one site is
shut down, another will emerge. There the problems persist.
Instead of terminating the pedestrian zone carelessly, shouldn't
the government be thinking about better ways to solve the
problem? But that is not all.

As Hong Kongers, we are always proud to be living a
fusion of Chinese and Western culture. But isn't it ridiculous
that such a world-recognized modern city lacks the incentive
to preserve its own precious culture? By shutting down the
pedestrian zone, the government has successfully drained an
oasis in the middle of a cultural desert. Sai Yeung Choi Street
South was a unique public space for people to pursue their
dreams, giving them an opportunity to unearth their potential
and perform in front of audiences from different social and
economic classes. There, modern art and creativity takes over,
dissolving age, race and even religious borders. Is Hong Kong
really not spacious enough to accommodate this small artistic
corner?

Many countries have already got policies in place so that
they can securely but surely provide a healthy environment for
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the nurture and development of their own street culture.

For instance, in Taipei, the licensing system for streets
performers took effect on 27th April 2005, where they can
perform in specified open locations like the Taipei City Mall,
Zhongshan Hall, the Taipei Water Park, the Taipei Rapid Transit
System, and 22 more.

Some countries even took a step further to facilitate the
development of local culture. In the city of Edinburgh, a special
festival is held once a year, usually from 2nd to 26th August, just
to conjure street performers, serving as a unique channel for
artists to showcase their talents.

Hong Kong can do the same with a licensing system and
better planning. Like the hawkers licensing system, a similar
arrangement should be implemented for street performers.
They can be invited to an audition where professionals can
assess if their performance context is appropriate to be kept on
the streets. This can surely and effectively eliminate the number
of mishehaved performers. The Hong Kong government should
have the ability to control the street performers, given the fact
that Hong Kong, and thus the area under jurisdiction, is small,
and there are plenty of examples for us to learn from. If street
performances are well-managed, it may even become a tourist
attraction, like the annual Fringe festival in Edinburgh.

The government has the obligation to make Hong Kong
a better place. The pedestrian area in Sai Yeung Choi Street
South is worthy for keeping, and may even, under the right
hands, develop as a new attraction, bringing bliss to Hong Kong.
This is why we should not let one rotten apple spoil the barrel
by closing down the whole area. Scrapping the pedestrian area
should just be a decision made as the last resort.
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