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News Commentary Competition: Junior Form

Champion
Champion

1st runner-up

2nd runner-up
3rd runner-up
Final Round Entrants
Final Round Entrants

Final Round Entrants

Final Round Entrants

Name
Lau Yin Tung
Hui Hay Yu Hailie

To Yee Man

Ng Yuk Kin Justin
REHMAN Haris
Chan Hoi Chi

Tam Tze Him

Yiu Hei Lam Hailey

School
Heep Yunn School

Hong Kong Chinese Women'’s
Club College

Heep Yunn School
Munsang College

Hong Kong Management
Association
David Li Kwok Po College

Hong Kong Chinese Women’s
Club College

Hong Kong Chinese Women’s
Club College
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Judge’s Comment

Junior | English Section

\ Winning Articles of News Commentary Competition
Lau Yln Tung Champion Heep Yunn School

Keys to Success in Preventing COVID-19

2020 was a very busy time for many of us, and a lot of
global events happened during this peculiar year: Hong
Kong protests based on the Extradition Law Amendment
Bill, the American president election, Shinzo Abe’s
sudden resignation after ten years of political career,
and most importantly, the COVID-19 pandemic, which
was a humongous shock to every person. Here | would
like to comment on an issue regarding COVID-19 - why
some countries are more successful than others when
it comes to anti-epidemic work and effectively slowing
down the spread of coronavirus.

In the near 5-million citizens of New Zealand, the total
number of cases is only a surprisingly small amount
of approximately 1,880 people; while in other countries
the number of confirmed cases greatly towers over this
rate. Why is New Zealand so successful compared to
other countries? We can start by looking at their actions
when COVID-19 first started raging over the globe.

Only a few days after WHO declared the coronavirus as
a public health emergency, New Zealand introduced a
series of anti-epidemic strategies and actions, including
social distancing, mask-wearing measures, and the
closure of all non-essential businesses. One month
after New Zealand’s first COVID case in late February,
the borders were closed and the country started a
strict two-month long lockdown. In June, New Zealand
became “COVID free” after no more active cases in the
country. While the coronavirus still prevails in different
regions around the world, including Hong Kong, how

did New Zealand achieve this seemingly impossible
goal?

First, the New Zealand government went fast and hard
on developing anti-epidemic measures. They were
described as “overreacting” by other people, but in the
eyes of the government, there was no time to waste
to stop and slow the deadly spread of COVID-19.
This allowed the government to quickly shut down all
possible channels for COVID to spread, and therefore
the number of cases encountered an decrease after a
short amount of time.

In the fear of this disease entering the community, the
New Zealand government decided that prevention of
this disease would be a priority compared to economic
issues. They went as far as shutting down shops,
closing all borders, and the entire country going into
lockdown; all three in which took a great economic
price. In most countries, they did not dare taking too
strict anti-epidemic measures as it would ruin their
economic state and growth - and due to this reason,
some regions with a large economy faced massively
spreading coronavirus, and in the end were forced to
stricten their preventive measures, but only by a slight
rate. When the number of cases gradually decreased,
the countries would quickly lift their anti-epidemic
precautions “faster than they could afford”, and in a
matter of time there would be a new outbreak again
in the country. It is a vicious cycle, and sadly not many
countries manage to take their lesson from previous
failed attempts.

However, New Zealand did not lift their preventive
measures until a streak of no confirmed COVID
cases for a consecutive 24 days. Even after that, they
proceeded to open economic businesses only under
strict border control, and the limitations of the lockdown
were just adjusted, instead of disappearing completely.
These slowly occurring minor adjustments in the
strictness of the measures allowed the government to
observe the changes and decide suitable procedures
in the future.

Thirdly, the communication between government
and citizen is an important element in anti-epidemic
work. In order to make the preventive measures more
effective, the most important people in this matter -
the citizens - must have a clear view, explanation and
understanding of what the government is trying to do.
Without communication channels between them to
explain the government’s actions, they would not be
able to know what they are expected to do and how
they can help. Sometimes it is not the citizens who
do not want to help prevent COVID - they don'’t even
understand the emergency of this disease, how it
could affect their lives, and the crisis if COVID spread
through the community. There should be healthy and
encouraging communication between the government
and the citizens, so that they are clear of what they can
or should do to help.

Last but not least, the most important thing is that
there is enough collaboration among everyone in the
community. Otherwise, even if you have demonstrated
all the steps above, you will still be unsuccessful
preventing COVID-19 in the country. Unity is stronger
than being alone. If New Zealanders did not cope
with the preventive measures their government had
produced, there would still be chaos: as if in the
lockdown rule, if everyone ignored it and continued with
their normal life, then it would be equal to sitting with
your arms crossed and doing nothing at all. Teamwork
is the key to success at all times: “Individually, we are
one drop. Together, we are an ocean.” If everyone
works together as New Zealanders have demonstrated,
even COVID will be no match for us!

Here ends my commentary on this issue concerning
what we can learn from successful countries based on
how to fight COVID-19. | hope we can all learn from
New Zealand’s successful anti-epidemic experience
and slow the spread of COVID as a team. We should all
unite against this unprecedented disease, and together,
in these times of the pandemic, put aside our personal
insistence and walk together. Without collaboration,
COVID will become an impossible task to fight. But
according to New Zealand’s example, there is a way to
hope as long as we work together as one!
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Hong Kong’s Employment Support Scheme: Good or Bad?

The Hong Kong government implemented the
Employment Support Scheme to support both
employers and employees during the pandemic earlier
this year. Financial support was provided for employers
to pay the salaries of employees on their behalf so that
they could retain employees who would otherwise have
been laid off. The scheme is believed to have both
advantages and disadvantages.

First of all, the scheme benefited employers,
employees and itself at the same time. It could help
different industries and reduce the unemployment rate
in Hong Kong. Offering funds to businesses, ranging
from restaurants to massage shops, the Employment
Support Scheme helped to relieve their pressure and

prevented them from running into deficit during the
COVID-19 pandemic, when businesses earned much
less and so would desire reducing their expenditure.
In accordance with the scheme, employers could
use the funds given by the government to pay not
only employees’ salaries but also the rent and other
expenses to maintain operation of their business. From
employees’ perspective, not being laid off, they would
be willing to consume groceries and spend money on
entertainment, which would in turn boost the economy.
An improvement of Hong Kong’s economy will enable
every citizen to enjoy a more stable and joyful life; a
win-win situation would therefore result.

Unfortunately, the scheme has bugs and has been
misused by some employers. They did not make use
of the government’s assisted funds to pay employees’
salaries, but they consumed the money for their
personal use instead. It is exactly how we do not wish
to see since the original intention of the scheme is to
benefit both employers and employees. It was a pity
that some people were selfish by wrongly using the
funds.

What are the loopholes then? Three of them can be
identified: no clear contract terms to protect employees,
absence of a real-name system, and the government
over-trust in employers. Firstly, no clear contract terms
mean that employees were not protected and did not
have a proper channel to voice out problems and
concerns. Employers always try to avoid employees’
complaint to the government. Secondly, a real-name
system was not used in Employment Support Scheme,
which created a challenge for the government to find
the employers. Thirdly, the government over-trusted
employers and thinks that they would comply with the
policy, but unfortunately some did not.

The government undoubtedly has to improve
the scheme. There are some suggestions for
consideration. At first, the government can strictly
review and screen the information submitted by
employers to minimize or even avoid cheating. To
achieve this, regular interviews via phone calls can be
arranged to verify legitimacy of submitted information.
Occasional on-site visit is also required to ensure that
employers comply with the policy. Dialogues between
employers and employees are necessary as they
can reduce unnecessary complaints about cheating
or breaching of the terms. Familiarizing itself with the
background and personal information of the applying
employers, the government can contact them more
easily later. Second, the government should encourage
employees to report instead of concealing employers’
misbehavior. Employees might sometimes be afraid of
reporting their employers’ misbehavior, such as use
the fund for personal purposes, cheating, or laying off
staff, to the government as some of them might have

been threatened by employers and be afraid of losing
their jobs. This ties back to not having an employer-
employee contract in-place. How to solve the problem
then? The government should encourage employees
to report any of the aforementioned problems to the
government immediately. It is suggested that the
government provide employees with incentives. For
instance, if employees report misconduct of employers
proven to be illegal in the end, employees will not
be penalized but get some rewards in return. Third,
the government should protect employees’ rights by
contract. They may standardize contract templates so
that reasonable rights and protection can be provided
for both parties. Any violation should result in severe
penalty.

Itis extremely vital that the Hong Kong government can
further improve the Employment Support Scheme, the
original intention of which is virtuous, in order to benefit
citizens and the society on the whole.
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Our society is like a puzzle with different pieces (i.e.
people) put together. Yet, in this puzzle, there are
some bigger and some smaller pieces, symbolising the
inequalities and differences between us. This is how
inequalities are formed, including gender inequality, the
situation that men and women are not equal, and that
gender affects an individual’s living experience.

Speaking of gender inequality, have you ever wondered
what glues all of us together in this puzzle and what
decides how neatly each piece is placed? One important
factor is, no doubt, social media. In 2020, about 3.6

billion people are using social media worldwide and
users spend at least two and a half hours on social
media every day. Spending a lot of time on social
media daily, mass users create an overwhelming
amount of information on these sites. However, most
of the information spread and disseminated are
usually biased and stereotypical. As a result, gender
inequality has surfaced, revealing many assumptions,
misconceptions and stereotypes. Spread like wildfire,
these messages, with the power of social media, alter
our mindsets on how we react, respond and understand
gender inequality. As a matter of fact, social media are

acting like long-term poisons, continuously feeding us
with common misconceptions and slowly changing our
minds while leaving behind many gender stereotypes.

And if there’s one thing people fall for, it is one side
of a story. As if we don’t know, we all tell and listen to
the story that makes us look good and the same logic
could be applied to the public’s attitude towards gender
inequality. In 2020’s gender pay gap, women earn 81
cents for every dollar earned by men despite the fact
that women are more educated than men on average
as they attain more and higher degrees than their male
counterparts. Besides, during #MeToo movement
in late 2017, a survey conducted by a non-profit
organisation called Stop Street Harassment found that
81 percent of women had experienced some forms of
sexual harassment during their lifetime.

We cannot deny the truth that females are unfairly
treated, but this is only one side of the story - the
female side to look at gender inequality. What about
the other side?

As a matter of fact, men are not equally treated too.
In terms of sexual harassment, men also have the
equal chances of being harassed. Statistics show
that one in six men in the U.S. experienced sexual
abuse or assault before. Worse still, there are only two
specific domestic abuse shelters for men among the
2000 shelters available. Besides, in the criminal justice
system, men receive 63% more prison time compared
to women committing the same crime. Another case
in point is that when the documentary ‘The Red Pill’,
the first movie exploring male rights movements,
was released, feminists protested outside theatres,
demanding the documentary to be taken down as it
was said that the film damaged female rights although
they had never watched the film before.

While the world could never be fair, the brutal reality is
that people of different genders keep attacking each
other, criticising that the rights of a particular gender
are not well-respected. It is important to understand
that the problem of gender inequality, despite being

challenging, is not unconquerable.

The first way to tackle gender inequality is to listen. For
so long, people have borne prejudices and stereotypes
in their minds. What they have to pay attention to is that
the more they harm others with words/ physically, the
more they dehumanise the other gender, which would
ultimately intensify the problem. Why don’t we just sit
down and listen to each other’s needs and feelings
instead? This does not necessarily mean that you are
showing your weaknesses but this is to ensure that
your voices could be heard. This means that even if
you support female empowerment, you should also
listen to the males’ side and should not be in the anti-
males campaigns. In this way, true gender equality can
be achieved when both genders respect one another
and get equal opportunities.

Furthermore, to ensure a gender equal future, we
should start from the place where we learn all our core
values - the education system. Research shows that
the concept of gender in children forms between the
ages of three and seven. During this phase, children
develop an understanding of genders, identities and
stereotypes. In this period of time, they also acquire
gender biases, such as which jobs men and women
should do. Therefore, our society should make good use
of this period to give children a correct understanding of
gender equality. Students should be taught how to react
to typical gender stereotypes and to critically analyse
information they have acquired on social media.

Gender inequality is a potential obstacle to a better
world economy, population control and more. This issue
has been neglected for so long that it should be brought
up again. Most importantly, true gender equality is, in
fact, a mentality to understand both genders with equal
opportunities offered. Though it probably takes time
to equally resize every piece of the puzzle to better
form our society, we should all start with the first step
- listening.
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Trade War: Be Trading or Betraying?

Dated back to April 2018, Trade War between China and
America began, US President, Donald Trump claimed
that China and US had unfair trades, he agreed to
impose a 25% tariff on 1333 categories of imports from
China, including daily necessities and high-technology
products. To respond, the Chinese government had
listed 128 American imports for tariffs, mainly covering
agricultural and industrial products. Conflicts between
the two countries were intensified, and both sides
kept on imposing more tariffs on the other’s imports.
Until now, trade surplus of China to America is still
expanding. Though conferences between the two
countries gain effective results, the Trade War is not
likely to stop in recent months. Moreover, according to
World Trade Organization’s (WTO) latest adjudication,
Trump’s tariffs on China’s imports violated global trade
rules. Are tariffs actually good for Americans and the
world economy?

According to Peter Navarro, the assistant of US
President, China’s ‘2025 vision’ will create competition
with US, which threatens US national safety if China
is in the lead. Trump’s idea of setting up tariffs was
to protect US local industry and create more job
opportunities, to better the social and economic
aspect of Americans. How can a policy for internal
economy boost develop into a worldwide Trade War?
With reference to a previous research of International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the expected economic growth
of 2019 slows down to 3.2% due to the Trade War
(without concerning the breakout of COVID-19). Why,
and how is the war being so influential and cracked the
global supply chain?

The Trade War affected many economic bodies in Asia
and America region. In our city, the trading sector in

Hong Kong is seriously worsened due to the China-
America conflicts. Originally, HK’s Trading and Logistics
industry contributed 21.2% to the total GDP, China-US
trades often uses Hong Kong as an entrepot. Under
high tariffs, American companies may transfer their
production line back to US, instead of manufacturing
in China. There will be less goods being exported and
imported through Hong Kong. Trading and logistics
as one of the four pillars of Hong Kong economy,
Hong Kong may face economic recession under the
influence of Trump’s tariffs.

In another hand, US government enforce every product
made in Hong Kong to be labelled as “Made in China”.
This action couldn’t benefit the US local market, but
only weakening the acceptability and reliability of
Hong Kong based companies and products. Hong
Kong companies may transfer their production line to
mainland China to keep the cost low as Hong Kong lost
her advantages on industrial and trading. The economy
of Hong Kong may be further worsened, leading to
deeper social issues, and creating instability in the city.

US companies may also face challenges. China has
the largest population in the world, having 1.4 billion
people keeps China’s working population rate high.
Global companies are keen to set up factories in China
due to low production cost. Now, tariffs increased the
cost of products, even that of American companies.
According to IMF’s report in 2019, US exports to
China enters a decreasing trend since China also
imposed tariffs on American products. In the trend of
globalization, the world is more interdependent, the
world supply chain strongly relies on industrial power
on China. When Trump’s government intends to reduce
Chinese imports to US, the increase in production

cost may be unaffordable for American companies.
The tariffs were originally for boosting US industrial
power; however, it is impossible for US to be isolated
from the globalized supply chain. We cannot make
structural changes to the chain by a single country’s
economic policy. American companies and individuals
may even be paying more under the Trump’s tariffs. For
Americans, are the tariffs really protecting US in terms
of trading? Or is it betraying the needs of Americans?

The Trade War also affect industries other than
trading and logistics; it is affecting all aspects of life.
Industrial and high-technology processing sector of
China and America were both weakened due to trading
regulations. Without providing concrete evidence, US
President Trump claimed that China telecom giant
Huawei’s products, and social media TikTok, will harm
US’s national security by exposing American users’
data to China government. Huawei is prohibited to
use US patents; and TikTok was forced to sell out their
business in US region. We can see the Trade War’s
impact spread to other sectors.

China is developing “One Belt One Road” project
by linking up most Asian, African and European
countries, including many less developed countries;
where US joined the “Five Eyes” and “North Atlantic
Treaty Organization”, including countries with high
development and advance technology, to contend with
China. The world is polarized into two parties, pro-

China or America. Trade War between China and US
also affect the allies of them. The war developed into
a general economic “cold war” affecting technology,
manufacture, agriculture, etc. Stopping the war may be
the best solution for the world’s whole development, but
due to national concerns, is the war just simply about
economy?

With reference to recent polls of US President Election,
Biden of the Democratic Party is ahead of Republican
Party’s Trump by approximately 7-8%. Biden is more
likely to become the 59th president of US. Generally,
people predict Biden will continue the firm stance
against China. However, Trump’s concern is economic
development; where Biden concerns more about social
issues, with Biden leading the government may bring
cool down to the Trade War. In contrast, if Trump
continues his presidency, the Trade War will probably
continue for another 4 years. Politically, China’s rapid
rise in recent decades threatens US’s world leading
position. This explains why US and China always
stands on the different sides of political stances.

To end the war, and preventing serious incidents, an
independent and unbiased organization and rules are
essential for world trading development and calming
down the war, e.g. the WTO. In point of view of the
whole general public and companies in the world,
stopping the tariffs may be the right choice.

-
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The Aftermath of Sexual Assault

While the topic of sexual assault remains much of a
taboo in many local households, its silence does not
eliminate the traces of terror, stigma and shame in
our ‘civilised’ society. On the contrary, suppression of
speech, like a fuse, with a softly spoken accusation
igniting it, would lead to a mass upheaval of voices
speaking up. This trend is most notably seen in the
Harvey Weinstein scandal and the case of Reynhard
Sinaga, who is named ‘UK’s most prolific rapist’.
Although in both cases of sexual misconduct, the
aggressor had been arrested and tried guilty in January
2020, such outcomes are deemed a rarity, and the
weight of the emotional trauma on the victim is never
truly lifted.

According to a statistical report made by the United
Nations, more than 250 000 cases of sexual assault or
attempted rape are reported annually in 65 countries
alone. However, this is only a fraction of all cases of
sexual assault as studies have shown for every 1000
cases of sexual assault, only 230 of them are reported
to the authorities concerned. This means 77% of all
cases of rape go unreported. To make matters worse,
perpetrators often walk free from prosecution due to a
‘lack of evidence’, as if it is expected for the victims
to salvage the traces of their trauma in order to make
an accusation. With this flaw in the court system, only
0.7% of sex offenders end up facing a felony conviction.
As one can see, before the aftermath of sexual assault
could settle in, justice may never prevail in the victim’s
favour. For them to endure a traumatic incident of
barbaric behaviour, to spend hours in the courtroom
facing the very person who struck fear into their hearts,

and to shoulder an incredulous sum of fees, which
include attorney fees for one or both parties depending
on results of the trial, court filing and service fees, just
to see their perpetrators welcomed back into society
with a clean record, is disheartening, to say the least.

Leaving the courtroom with a heavy heart and taking
the responsibility of paying the court fees is only the
beginning of a dark tunnel the victims will traverse.
One of the immediate effects from society is victim
blaming. Oftentimes, victims are reprimanded for
making a fuss out of their mistakes. ‘Who told you to
dress so provocatively?’ ‘Why didn’t you reject their
advances?’ ‘You shouldn’t have trusted them as a Good
Samaritan.” The act of victim blaming is commonly
seen from parent to child, friend to friend. But the
most horrifying of them all derives from the internet,
where anonymous individuals freely type their harsh
comments, with the same method of gaslighting victims
to reconsider the validity of their actions, on others’
recollections of the terrible events that fell on them,
without any consequences or repercussions. While
people question the appropriacy of the victim’s attire
and naivety of trusting a human, they do not realise
how these statements are debunked by previous
survivors of sexual assault or problematic in the first
place. Firstly, surveys on social media have proven that

victims simply dress for the occasion planned instead
of dressing themselves to be raped. Jeans and t-shirts,
sundresses and even military uniforms were shown in
an exhibit of clothing items worn by victims of sexual
assault in America. To even let an outfit, literal pieces
of cloth covering a body, determine the atrocities
deserved to be performed on the wearer is problematic
in itself. Secondly, in both cases of Harvey Weinstein
and Reynhard Sinaga, the aggressors have specifically
targeted their victims for their vulnerability. Harvey
Weinstein coerced actresses into providing sexual
pleasures by threatening to undermine their career
opportunities, while Reynhard Sinaga pretended to be
the ‘Good Samaritan’ by offering drunk young men an
overnight stay in his apartment and a spiked drink. Like
poachers, these perpetrators have already mapped out
their clever tactics of catching their prey. It is therefore
illogical to think that the victims could simply reject the
advances of a powerful figure or refuse a ‘helping hand’
aimed at their time of need. This unnecessary scrutiny
to people already suffering from financial and emotional
burden is only contributing to the intolerable weight on
their shoulders and indirectly sheltering aggressors
from taking accountability for their behaviour. Such
a practice, regrettably, is still deeply imprinted in the
aftermath of sexual assault.

From the perspective of the victims, the most prominent
downturnin life is the prevalence of mental disorders and
suicidal thoughts. After the arrest of Reynhard Sinaga,
his victims are said to have developed trust issues
and become suicidal. According to their therapists, it
is said that the stress and trauma caused will haunt
them for the entirety of their lives. Vast numbers of
poor unfortunate souls having their dignity and privacy
impeded on by people with authority, pretentious
strangers and even their own relatives in some cases,
it is no wonder why they would stay overly cautious
with people around them, or even shudder at a pat on
the shoulder. In addition, the immediate victim blaming
they receive from the web or once-beloved family
and friends is another salt rub directly into the slowly
recovering wound. This constant state of anxiousness,
or otherwise known as post-traumatic stress disorder,
consumes them because of that one haunting memory
shaming them for their hope and trust in humanity.
The fear of encountering the familiar face of terror,
the frustration of no one understanding their pain, the
stigma they face from people they thought they could

confide in, could be proven too much of an entrapment
for them to cope with in a lifetime through mental health
conditions like depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety,
suicidality or in extreme cases, a final act of taking their
own lives. An analysis made by Clinical Psychology
Review suggests that sexual assault leaves survivors
with higher risks of developing mental disorders,
substance abuse and obsessive compulsive conditions
by at least 60%. Such psychological damage could last
for a lifetime and be irreversible. For the victims, this is
the most excruciating part of the aftermath, living with a
wound unwilling to heal in the back of their heads.

Despite that we ourselves are not responsible for
assaulting anyone, we could have indirectly heightened
the trauma of victims by turning a blind eye to their
suffering or subconsciously reverting to the mindset
of victim blaming. This bystander effect alienates rape
survivors from the so-called ‘normal people’ in our
lives and gives them the unwanted sense of solitude
when they are in need an understanding, trustworthy
confider to assist them in distributing the burden on
a journey to self acceptance and self forgiveness. To
lessen the extent of their aftermath, we can reach out to
companions we know of that are stuck in the processes
of anger or shame after such distressing incidents.
Simply listening to their stories and believing in them is
already a small step made to let victims know they are
not alone in a seemingly isolating position. Apart from
that, empowering them with other stories of survivors
successfully having their perpetrators prosecuted and
tried can give them a more optimistic outlook on their
situation and the possibilities of justice prevailing.
Taking it to a further level, we can anonymously leave
assuring comments under posts about survivors’
stories or privately message them to show support for
these distraught individuals.

While the rest of the world is preoccupied with striking
headlines of the COVID-19 pandemic or the Black
Lives Matter movement, let us not forget the abused
individuals sitting in the shadows, who, like anyone
involved in other social issues, are just as important
and deserve positive acknowledgement from the
public. The deed may be done, but the aftermath can
be reduced through our actions of assistance and
inclusivity.
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Hong Kong’s Innovation Technology Development

Technology innovations bring convenience to us every
day. For instance, people could use Amazon Alexa,
a virtual Al assistance at home to access day-to-day
information, like the weather and news, and also
calendar to mark down important events for the users.
There is no doubt that those new technologies can
improve our quality of life.

In Hong Kong, there are some innovation technologies
that are widely used in the city. For example, the
Transport Department installed a real-time adaptive
traffic signal system in 2020. It uses radar to detect the
real-time traffic flow and adjust the duration of green
lights accordingly. Also, the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority sets up the Faster Payment Service (FPS)

which allows users to conduct an instant money
transfer that could speed up the transaction process
compared to the conventional bank deposits. As of
today, Hong Kong has contributed a certain amount
of resources for innovation technology. The total
expenses for innovation technologies are about HKD
21.28 billion, which is 0.80% of the total GDP in
2017. However, in reality, Hong Kong lacks behind in
innovation technology. The average of total expenses
for innovating technologies around the globe is about
2% of the GDP in 2017, Hong Kong fell behind by about
1.2%. When compared to other developed regions
such as the UK, their IT sector in the UK accounts
7.7 per cent among their economy in 2017. From the
evidence above, we could observe Hong Kong is far

left behind on innovation technologies. Some say that
if Hong Kong does not speed up its development on
innovation technology, fewer potential businesspersons
would invest in Hong Kong as the world is turning its
economic structure to the IT industry.

To help brainstorming the possibilities for Hong Kong
to further develop innovation technology, below are
the summary of the factors that hinder its development
nowadays.

First of all, Hong Kong’s economic structure over-rely
on the tertiary industry that may potentially marginalise
the development of innovation technology. According
to the Census and Statistics Department, the service
sector occupied 93.1% of the total of the GDP in 2018.
Also, the import-export sector was the most popular
in the service sector (21.3% of the total of the service
sector in 2018). The IT-related industry only shared
the workforce about 2.41% in 2018. The provision of
IT-related curriculum also correlates with the career
prospect of the labour market which leans on the
tertiary industry. For instance, the DSE curriculum
does not have many subjects, except Information and
Technology (ICT) that have a concrete IT curriculum
or syllabus. Students in turn may opt to other
subjects related to tertiary industry (e.g. Business and
Accounting, Tourism and Hospitality Studies) rather
than technology subjects.

Secondly, the general public in Hong Kong may not
have a sound knowledge on innovation technology.
According to a survey conducted by YOUTH I.D.E.A.S
in 2018, out of the 520 interviewees aged 15-34, 61.2%
and 18.8% of them heard about it or have no idea what
is it about digital identity technology respectively. Also,
there are 37.1% and 53.7% of them heard about or
have no idea what is it about the multi-functional smart
lampposts respectively. Furthermore, 72.9% of the
respondents have not heard of the Smart City Blueprint
launched by the government.

Thirdly, some worry that innovation technologies bring
about privacy concerns. As the growth of innovation
technologies is not mature enough, there could be
some hiccups and technical issues and these may
cause information leakage. In recent years, the

government has chosen Kowloon East as a pilot area
to implement smart city measures. They set up a smart
lamppost with panoramic cameras to record traffic data
and avoid illegal landfilling or fly-tipping activities. But
there is a concern that the camera is able to capture
and identify human-face at the same time, which may
intrude citizen’s privacy. Kwun Tong District Councillor
member, Ms Jannelle Rosalynne Leung suggested
that there are worries that their information would be
sold to big companies or government agencies, so this
creates a push factor for citizens to oppose innovation
technology.

Fourthly, innovation technology would increase the
financial burden of the government and arouses
controversy on the government’s way of resource
allocation. Since innovating new technologies
requires capital at first, which is vital for the success
of innovation. Unfortunately, the success rate of
innovation typically is low and so there is no guarantee
that there could be a foreseeable monetary return.
Some stakeholders worry that the input towards
innovation technology would cause an exceedingly
high financial burden on the government. According to
the statistics from the government, they have approved
projects for HKD 21,165.3 million already, which can be
built for about 24,610 public housing flats. This led to
discouragements on investing in innovation technology,
since the public believes that the government should
reallocate their resources to solve some other problems
that really exist in Hong Kong, like the housing problem,
the problem of the health system...etc.

To further promote innovation technology in Hong
Kong, there are some suggestions as outlined below.

Firstly, innovation technology education could be
incorporated into the current curriculum. In Hong Kong,
students usually lack creativity, which stops Hong
Kong from innovating new technologies. In my opinion,
cultivating students’ creativity should start at a younger
age. In the United States, the College Board decided to
launch STEM as a subject in AP (Advanced Placement),
which allows students to be enlightened and inspire
their creativity, and start-up their innovations. | believe
implementing STEM as a topic under the General
Studies subject, would be likely an excellent plan.




Since General Studies aimed for integrating knowledge
from the different key learning areas, STEM is a brilliant
topic, which suits the aim of the subject. Students will
be asked to use their creativity and knowledge to create
some small experiments or showcase. For instance, in
my own experience, | participated in a STEM program
in Primary 6, and our group planned to use glass bottles
to create a song, which we have to test different water
levels, to find the certain key. Additionally, implementing
STEM as a new elective to choose, under the ICT
(Information and Communication Technology) subject
in DSE (Diploma of Secondary Education) syllabus.
Students would be asked to create new products, which
would be the grading criteria for the electives. This will
increase the incentives for students to innovate new
products. Not only in primary and secondary school
education, but universities also play a vital role. Creating
more |T-related bachelor’s degrees will attract more
students to study innovation technology-related subjects
in DSE, and train up more potentially-talented students.

Secondly, the government should collaborate not
only with mainland China but also collaborate
internationally to further increase its competitiveness
and understanding on innovation technology. Hong Kong
has an intrinsic characteristic of the combination of east
and western culture, which makes Hong Kong special
apart from other competitive regions and countries.
Hong Kong universities can collaborate with other
overseas universities, like signing contracts to invent
more new innovative technologies. Recently, Hong Kong
University collaborated with mainland China’s university
to invent a nasal-spray Covid-19 vaccine, which would
be conducting clinical tests next month. The Government
can increase the incentives, by introducing an easier
visa application and subsidy on living accommodation for
foreign IT-related experts. Additionally, the Government
can consider exempting new-grown technological
companies from paying profits tax, which allows them
to focus on innovating new technologies in Hong
Kong, instead of worrying about any other non-related
problems.

Last but not least, better resources should be allocated
on companies undertaking innovation technologies.
Currently, the Innovation and Technology Bureau,

currently the target group is for companies with
a strong financial ability, but it is not targeted to
startup companies. Even though there are Incubation
Programmes which are for the startup companies, they
are only reserved for companies in the Science Park.
As a result, the Innovation and Technology Bureau
should expand those Incubation Programmes to all
eligible companies in Hong Kong, regardless if they are
setting up their company in Science Park or not.

Technology innovation is the future, no matter which
country you are in, regions with the most advanced
technology will be the most competitive and sustainable
in future. We have to agree that technology is inevitable,
it will be the future. Not only in the economic aspect,
but the quality of life of citizens would be increased
dramatically. Even though there are a lot of hurdles
that need to be addressed and examined thoroughly
in Hong Kong, there could be some ways to further
cultivate our city to be the next technological hub.
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This is a very well-researched essay that shows good use of information to support
an argument on an important, but not commonplace, topic. The essay demonstrates
strong knowledge of historical background and current international relations. The

argument is strong and nuanced.

War and Peace: a revelation of Kashmir conflict between

India and Pakistan

Imagine finding yourself
in a situation where you are
forcefully living a life in which
you are treated as no more than

just a slave who is living by the fear of
death with every single breath. There is no doubt that
it would be unbearable for everyone. However, your
imagination is the reality of the people living in India-
occupied Kashmir where millions of them are hoping
for a better life and peace and are desperate to seek
freedom. How would you feel if you were to be betrayed
by your own nation? Here’s the story of Kashmiris who
have been overlooked and left apathetic.

Kashmir is located in the northernmost geographical

region of the Indian
subcontinent, which has
a population of around 13.6

million, making it one of the world’s
most densely populated areas. Almost
entirely mountainous, the region Kashmir is a majority—
Muslim region. Due to the partition of Kashmir in 1947,
both India and Pakistan claim the territories of it. While
Pakistan has the northern and western portion of
Kashmir under control, the rest is in control of India.
Not many years ago, China has also occupied part of
Kashmir which belonged to them. Since the partition
of Kashmir, a lot of problems have aroused causing
a major ongoing dispute between India and Pakistan
for decades. The Kashmir conflict is also known as a




territorial conflict over Kashmir region. The roots of the
conflict lie in the countries shared colonial past. And
ever since then it has become a source of tensions
and violence between the two countries. Although the
people living in the Pakistan occupied Kashmir have
found freedom long ago and declared themselves as
“Azad Kashmir” which means freed Kashmir, the India
ones are yet to be independent and have been fighting
for their rights for years. The struggle the India Kashmiri
population has been facing takes tremendous amount
of patience.

In light of the continuing conflicts between India and
Pakistan, Kashmir is one of the largest militarized zones
in the world. For instance, people in India Kashmir have
gone to various types of demonstrations demanding
for their rights to be fulfilled as the government has
fallen short in upholding their rights. Lamentably, each
and every time the Kashmir citizens tried to fight, the
government shut them by placing the areas under
curfews. People of Kashmir have been neglected
for jobs or other necessities such as the rights to
infrastructure, education, to name a few.

Worse still, human right abuses are omnipresent in the
region. According to the report released by The Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) in 2019, it has also been discovered
that Indian forces have committed many human right
abuses and acts of terror against Kashmiri civilian
population. The acts include extrajudicial executions,
targeting and killing Kashmiri civilians (predominantly
men for unproven offenses, rape, arbitrary arrest and
detention, and enforced disappearance and the list goes
on and on. Such brutal acts have been documented
by the international organizations, namely Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch etc. over the years.
It is apparent that the people living in Kashmir are
refused to any basic human right. And often the Indian
military exceeds its legal powers and are described as
behaving brutally towards the citizens. For example, in
August 2019, the soldiers reportedly forced 12 civilian
men to remove their clothes and line up standing naked
on the main road in Pulwama, a place in India Kashmir.

They then proceeded to beat them severely and also
electrocuted their genitals. The victims of this incident
were reportedly forced to lie atop of each other. These
things often leave both victims and family members of
the victim’s in severe devastation and state of shock.
This incident is perhaps just a glimpse of how people
of Kashmir are being treated by their nation and its
government.

The everlasting dispute between the heavy weights,
Pakistan and India since the partition of Kashmir in
1947 has inevitably brought about the aforementioned
issue. The conflict is more than a regional dispute but
escalating to military and troops.

Now the question comes to why is Kashmir so important
to both of the countries. After all it is a tiny region and
sounds ridiculous to be fighting for. The answer actually
lies in Kashmir itself. Its natural resources could be
one of sources of the ongoing conflict. According to
the Diplomat, the international online news magazine,
it is analyzed that Kashmir is able to provide glaciers
and fresh water which allows hydro-electric power
generated to billions of homes in India. Meanwhile,
the water resources could also benefit thousands of
Pakistan in which agriculture is practiced as the main
source of income. Not only is water seen as a crucial
resource for economic development, it could also
be manipulated as a weapon by India to go against
through the means of diverting it for irrigation. Pakistan
could then be vulnerable to national security due to this
threat.

To resolve this conflict in a short term, India and
Pakistan actually signed an agreement called the Indus
Water Treaty in which India has control over Beas, Ravi
and Sutlej rivers whereas Pakistan has control over
Indus, Chenab and Jhelum. Given that the rivers flow
through India, she was granted special provisions for
hydroelectric development.

Aside from the human right violation reportedly found
in Kashmir, the government of India has also done no
good but harm to democracy to the Kashmiri citizens. It

had set up the 370 article and abrogated all associated
constitutional provisions which stole Kashmiris identity
and their trust in Indian state and its institutions which
were already built on weak foundations. Then a lot of
harsh measure was forced onto the people of Kashmir.
Some measures include the denial of the participation
in any democratic process.

People in India Kashmir no longer have any
expectations from the Indian Government and are
hopeless in terms of their future so that’s why a majority
of them in Kashmir successfully and solely want to
be a part of Pakistan as they want acceptance and
fair treatment from their country which India couldn’t
provide them with. All they are asking for is to live a
normal life in which they can receive education, get a
good job and have a better living standard and not be
overlooked by their nation and the government or fear
for living their lives how they want. And they believe
that they can achieve that if they are with Pakistan as
already Azad Kashmir has been practicing this lifestyle
for decades now.

One of the possible ways to resolve the conflict can be
executing a referendum defined as a general vote by
the electorate on a single political question which has
been referred to them for a direct decision. | believe
that a referendum perfectly suits the ongoing situation
and is able to have a fair outcome. This way people
of Kashmir are actually able to decide the future.

The way out is to actually have self-determination of
people of Kashmir. It implies that all the citizens should
have the right to freely choose their sovereignty and
international political status with no interference. In this
case it means to be either with Pakistan or India.

In my opinion, it is terribly wrong in fact inhuman to
treat someone the way people in Kashmir are being
treated. | believe that a referendum should be held for
peace and fairness between both the countries and
the people, and in such case | believe the result will
be good news for Pakistan because after all Kashmir
belonged to India but India never ever belonged to
Kashmir. Although we as individuals cannot change the
entire world, the least we can do is to be aware about
crises like this and educate people on such issues and
urge them to voice their opinions. You might become a
small part of a big change. Also international media is
very powerful and should be used more often in crises
like this. This will help by educating people so that they
can force the government to take necessary actions.

In conclusion, the territorial disputes for instance
the Kashmir issue may seem far-reaching but it is
important for us, as global citizens, to be aware of
what is happening around the globe and take action
against injustice. All of us are humans and should have
compassion for each other. This could make our world
a better place.
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Municipal Solid Waste Charging Scheme-a perfect way to
avoid living in a garbage-surrounded city?

In June, 2020, the Municipal Solid Waste Charging
Scheme failed to pass in Legislative Council. This
ongoing debate has lasted for more than 15 years.
During these 15 years, while many environmentalists
stated that this scheme can reduce the amount
of rubbish produced by discouraging people from
producing garbage via providing economic incentives,
several parts of the society maintained that its
disadvantages outweighs its benefits. From my point of
view, there are certain concerns risen from this scheme.

Firstly, some people may dispose their rubbish on the
street instead of using the required garbage bags to
avoid paying. As some citizens lack moral and civic
education and awareness on the importance of keeping
the environment clean, no one can tell whether they
will not do misconducts like disposing their garbage
in public areas or not. As no one can trace where the
garbage goes after the polluter produces it, as long as
people dispose their waste on the street without being
spotted, they will not be fined. Therefore, people who
take their garbage to the roadside or even pour them
into the sea. If this phenomenon becomes common,
not only does this ‘polluter pays’ tactic fails to reduce
the garbage produced, but pollutes the streets as well.
As garbage attracts pests and produces an unpleasant
smell, it deteriorates the living condition of nearby
residents.

Secondly, the fee charged will increase the economic
burden of grassroots but does not have an impact on
wealthier families. Although the government stated
that the municipal waste charging scheme only costs
a family with three members for around thirty-three to
fifty-one dollars each month, grassroots families can
already have several meals with this fee. This scheme
will worsen their economic quality of life. Besides, this
fee is tiny in the eyes of middle class and wealthy
families and they may neglect this charging scheme
as paying additional fifty-one dollars per month will not
affect their lives at all. As a result, they will not produce
less waste.

Thirdly, this scheme cannot reduce the amount of
garbage transported to the landfill sites effectively.
After this waste charging scheme is implemented, most
citizens who wish not to spend too much on buying the
specified garbage bags may choose to recycle more
often. But the problem is that the recycling facilities
is Hong Kong are not advanced enough to process
all recycle materials, causing a large portion of the
waste to be sent to landfill eventually. Moreover, some
recycle bins are directly transported to landfills. On
June 14, 2020, HKO1 reported that 9 out of 14 housing
estates were sending plastic bottles in recycle bins
to landfills. With this kind of ongoing behaviour, the
amount of waste sent to the landfill can hardly reduce.

Indeed, it is a must to reduce the amount of waste sent
to landfills. But the government need to implement
other measures before carrying out the municipal solid
waste charging scheme to ensure that it can reduce
garbage more effectively. For example, the government
can invest more in the recycling technology and building
recycling facilities in order to increase the recycling
rate of recycled materials. They can also cooperate
with environmentalists to promote the importance of
producing less waste to increase citizens’ awareness
and desire to produce less waste as reduction at
source is always the most effective and long-lasting
solution. Also, the government should provide a 40
dollars assistance instead of a 10 dollars assistance
to each grassroot when the waste charging scheme is
implemented to reduce their burden.

In conclusion, Hong Kong still have a long way to go
before eliminating the risk of being surrounded by
garbage. In my opinion, | think the government need
to launch other supporting facilities and policies if the
government implements this.
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