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Antimasking Law*Masking the Future of Hong Kong?

Students” Stress Skyrocketed Due to Overly Demanding Parents
The Weeping Rainforest: Is economy more imporiant than Amazon?
Is Liberal Studies Responsible for the Social Unrest?

Snatching Away Animals” Lives

Teens as fighters?

Provoked

Printing Parts For a New You

The Mass Hong Kong Anti-Government Protest

Are Our Problems Really Camied away along with Plastic Bags?
Global Week for Future can help our future?
Opinions on School Boycott

Giving our People a Chance to Breathe: The Global Crisis of Human
Traficking
Should the Education Bureau revamp the compulsory

Liberal Studies as an elective subject in Hong Kong senior

secondary school ' s cumiculum?

Overseas Dociors in Hong Kong

Facebook” s devastating new stance on free expression and
censorship

Big Brotherand I: A World With Mass Surveillance

| AStep forward to Liberal Studies

Education Efforis for the Ethically Excluded —what , how and why?

Brook No Delay: - Restoring HK —the Home of All HK People
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Canopies Aflame: Who Should Take the Igniting Responsibility?
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JEHER : A good issue to argue with. Good to quote figure to
‘suggest that HK doesn 't do much on recycling
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Giving Our People a Chance to Breathe:
The Global Crisis of Human Trafficking

Imagine a child, soft as a flower, sitting in
the palm of your hand. Now take the child
and fling him into a world of harsh words,
endless labour, emotional and physical
abuse. ‘Who would ever do that?’
We often wonder out loud. But in reality,
human frafficking is often overlooked,
even ignored. But what exactly is human
trafficking, and how is it suffocating people
from all over the globe?

Human trafficking is the action or practice
of illegally transporting people from one
couniry or area to another, typically for
the purpose of forced labour or sexual
exploitation. According to the Intemational
Criminal Police Organization, human
trafficking is classified as an international,
organized crime that contributes to the
problem of modem slavery. In 2009, 26
countries set up organizations to track
and monitor the issue of human trafficking,
however in 2018 only 65 countries
have similar mechanisms in place. This
implies that only 40 more countries have
implemented suitable measures against
human trafficking over the course of a
decade. If human trafficking really is as
horrifying and degrading as the media
paints it, why are govemments in areas
where human trafficking runs unchecked
not taking measures to alleviate the
problem?

To better inspect the issue, we have
to go into the identity of the victims
and why they are wulnerable to human

trafficking. Out of 26,750 victims from
110 countries, studies have shown that
women are the main targets of traffickers,
with over 70% of human trafficking victims
being female. As of 2016, data shows
that 49% of trafficking victims are adult
women, half of all victims. These women
are often sexually exploited, with 83% of
adult women and 72% underaged girls
affected. This phenomenon is particularly
serious in Europe and the US, East Asia
and areas of the Pacific. As for the male
victims, 82%of adults and 50%of the
children are exploited for labour, mostly in
African countries south of the Sahara and
central-south Asia. This is illustrated in the
case of ‘Seafood from Slaves’ : where
American Press Journalists uncovered
that in Indonesia, where seafood is mass
imported to countries like the US, Burmese
and Thai fishermen had been trafficked
there and forced to perform labour. Over
2,000 slaves were freed as a result of the
investigation and was one of the most
significant cases highlighting the problem
of human trafficking.

Now that the vicims have been selected,
where would they be sold to ? As a matter
of fact, 58% of all trafficking victims are
rescued in their own countries, taking
up the vast majority. On the other hand,
the rest of the 42% will end up in other
countries, however still within their original
region or sub-region. This highlights a few
questions: while remaining within their own
region or sub-region, how do authorities

still fail at rescuing victims of human
trafficking? What causes human trafficking
to remain such a widespread issue, and
even intensify?

The first and most apparent reason would
be that law enforcement is simply too
weak to get a hold on the situation. As
human trafficking usually takes place in
LDCs, due to lower education levels and
lesser income, victims would be more
susceptible to deception and threats and
be coerced into trafficking. Also, since
LDCs evidently have less resources
and connections that MDCs to strictly
enforce laws, and the resulting lower state
capacity helps traffickers to slip under
the radar of authoriies and get away with
their crimes. In fact , although human
trafficking usually runs rampant in LDCs,
the conviction of traffickers is rare. In most
cases, they are tried and brought to justice
in other countries, which show that the
law enforcement in LDCs is not powerful
enough to counter this issue. Coupled
with the fact that there are less structural
countermeasures to combat humanitarian
issues in LDCs, To give an example, in
Nepal, thousands of young women and
girls are trafficked to India without their
knowledge. Nepali organisation Maiti
Nepal says that traffickers target poor,

uneducated village gifs, promising to
find them jobs in big cities when in reality
they ' reselling the girls into prositutuion.
To make matters worse, Nepalese do not
have to show identification documents
upon entry to India, and thus leaving
no record of the victims leaving the
country. This shows that loose law
enforcement along with structural flaws in
LDCs' customs system only adds fuel to
the fire of human trafficking.

Human trafficking can also be attributed
to citizens in LDCs facing unstable living
conditions. In recent years, climate
change, amed conflicts, natural disasters
and other factors have caused people
from different areas to flee their homes.
As a result , people who have lost their
homes, refugees in essence, will become
more wulnerable to human trafficking
as they are desperate fro money and
stability. In regions where the rule of
law is nearly imperceptible, the human
trafficking problem will only escalate. For
example, in Myanmar, the Rohingya crisis
have seen tens of thousands of Rohingya
Muslims flee the country to neighbouring
Bangladesh and Indonesia. According
to the report by Human Rights Watch
in 2019, a number of Rohingya women
living on the Myanmar-Chinese border
have been sold to Chinese families
ad ‘brides’ . In conclusion, under times
of conflict in LDCs, the human trafficking
issue only intensifies. Apart from refugees,
unstable social conditions may also cause
the trafficking issue to rise. According
to the Korea Future Initiative, hundreds
of thousands of female North Korean
defectors are forced to perform sexual
labour in China, many taken to Chinese
brothels or pomographic websites. To
make matters worse, since increased
border security means that less peope
try to escape:; traffickers turn to selling
the women to earn larger profits. At the
same time, since defectors are eager

to leave North Korea they are willing
to take the risk of being exploited. This
shows that unstable living conditions
further aggravate the problem of human
trafficking.

The above reasons show that
governments, being the only stakeholder
with the power to enact laws and set
up related measures, hold the greatest
responsibility in mediating this issue.
Fortunately, we are already making
progress- on and international level, the
United Nations(UN) is an association
imperative in fighting human trafficking.
The United Nations Global Plan of
Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons
was adopted by the General Assembly
on 30 July to urge governments
worldwide to take coordkinated and
consistent measures to combact human
trafficking. In 2000, the UN also passed
the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, where they
collected 117 signatories. Many countries
now have laws sep up to combact human
trafficking.

Furthemmore, it is mperative to implement
measures fo protect victims after they are
freed. According to the 2019 Trafficking
In Persons report made by the US, the
following criteria must be met In order to
provide rehabilitation to victims and allow
them to reintegrate into society : a secure,
affordable living environment, vocational
training, life skills training and therapy as
part of social services. This would reduce
the stress brought upon trafficking
victims and prevent the stigmatization of
victims. Govemments should take up the
responsibility of providing these services,
putting in money to fund these projects
and help trafficking victims return to
normal life as quickly as possible. In my
opinion, both MDC and LDC governments
should have these schemes implemented
in place, with MDCs, being morewell-off

than LDCs, investing in such infrastructure
to fulfill their moral obligation to help lesser
countries.

Finally, we should take steps to prevent
the occurrence of crime. Governments
should raise citizens' awareness to the
prevalence of human trafficking through
media like education and advertisements
to prevent crime. For example, in Hong
Kong, a guide to distinguishing potential
trafficking victims was given to medical
professionals and those who may have
frequent contact with victims, so they
would know what to do whey they come
across one. With precise and prompt
identification, legal processes can be
carried out more smoothly and all parties'
moral and legal obligations are fulfilled.

As citizens, we also hold the social
responsibility to offer help to those in
need. Therefore, even though we do not
hold the power to create concrete change,
we can still play our part by pressuring our
governments to take action. For instance,
we can push for even stricter laws with
broader definitions to them to bring
traffickers to justice by means of protests
and petitions. Outside of the govemment,
we can donate to humanitarian
organisations committed to the betterment
of trafficking victims, in hopes that the
money would be used to rehabilitate and
allow trafficking victims to settle.

In a globalized world, it is inevitable that
organized crimes happen on a global
scale. However, we are holding the child
in the plam of our hands righ now. If you
choose to take action against traffickers,
the palm will open and the child will taste
freedom. But if we do not, we are only
crushing him in an excruciating death.
Which one would you choose?
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Should the Education Bureau revamp the compulsory
Liberal Studies as an elective subject in Hong Kong
senior secondary schools’ curriculum?

The issue of whether Liberal Studies
should revamp from compulsory to
elective in Hong Kong senior secondary
schools” curriculum has come under the
spotlight in pace with the escalating and
unceasing protests in the society recently.
Some educators advise making this
subject elective and putting less focus on
social and political issues to Hong Kong
senior secondary students.

Regarding this issue, Kwan Chin-ki,
the president of the Liberal Studies
Teachers' Association in Hong Kong, is
against to revamp the compulsory Liberal
Studies as an elective subject. He stated
that students generally like the subject
and they find this subject particularly
useful in cultivating human relationships,
increasing problem-solving abilities and
building a team spirit, which are the
essential skills for people to be successful
in any careers of their choices. An
Education Bureau survey in 2014 found
82 per cent of Secondary Six graduates
agreed liberal studies enhanced their
ability to think from multidimensional
perspectives, while 80 per cent said
the subject increased their awareness
of society. Moreover, this subject also
strengthens students ' understanding
on the progress and development of

the mainland China and their sense of
nationalism, as well as touches on the
citizens’ responsibilities. Kwan believed
that there are more than one reasons
causing the rise of social movement
recently and thus the government should
not merely blame on the liberal studies nor
trying to revamp the subject.

However, Chen Baosheng, China’s
education chief found it necessary to
revamp the compulsory Liberal Studies
as an elective subject. He claimed that
the rise of pro-independence sentiment
in Hong Kong was linked directly to its
education system. Students may make
biased political judgments on social
controversies when they study Liberal
Studies as the subject lacks specified
topics and contents. The current liberal
studies cumiculum in secondary schools
is to blame for politicizing young people,
including encouraging them to participate
recent violent clashes between the police
and young protesters decrying the
government ' s now-suspended extradition
legislation. Besides, it is criticized that
the teaching of liberal studies in Hong
Kong package political propaganda
as teaching materials in classrooms. In
order to depress the adverse effect that
Liberal Studies brings to senior secondary

schools’ students, Chen supports the
idea of revamp.

To take a broad view, | think that
revamping the compulsory Liberal Studies
as an elective subjectin Hong Kong senior
secondary schools’  curriculum is neither
beneficial nor feasible.

First and foremost, it has no doubt
that Liberal Studies helps students to
develop prudent and critical thinking
skills. Nowadays senior secondary
students are facilely influenced by peers
and public opinion on social networks
and communication software, the role of
Liberal Studies indeed teaches students
to distinguish between right and wrong,
while at the same time resists ambiguous
thoughts and social detrimental trend. |
have seen the necessity and compulsory
for all students to learn to deliberate on
issues and their own stances, instead of
believing and following others ignorantly. If
Liberal Studies revamps to be an elective
subject, there will be no probabilities for
every single student to master their ability
to judge when their face controversial
issues in the future.

Secondly, Liberal Studies is a subject to
motivate socio-political participation to

seniorsecondary students andat the same
time it complements the insufficient of civil
education in Hong Kong. Cheung Yui-fai,
a secondary school’'s Liberal Studies
teacher in Hong Kong, emphasized that
the subject’s goal is to make our young
people responsible citizens with the
ability to think from different perspectives.
It would not be a compulsory subject
if this goal is not important when it was
implemented in 2009. Although the major
conflict of Liberal Studies states that the
extensive modules and broad content in
the Liberal Studies curriculum is directly
in connection with student’s standpoint
that the ideas such as ‘Hong Kong's
independence’ , dissatisfaction towards
Hong Kong government may be raised,
it is equivalently important for students to
get deep cognition on all kinds of local and
international issues. During the learning
process, students have to recognize their
identities as a Hong Kong citizen that they
should not be politically-excluded even on
sensitive issues. Liberal Studies, aiming
to broaden students’ horizon and offers
different views and perspectives for them
to ponder over disputable topics, exactly
fits in the compulsory senior secondary
curriculum for students to be in touch
with their society before they receive
further education and enter the workforce.

Therefore, the Education Bureau should
not revamp the subject randomly.

Lastbut notleast, Liberal Studies cannotbe
replaced by any other subjects. In terms of
syllabus, according to the guideline of the
Education bureau, Liberal Studies include
six modules : ‘Personal Development
and Interpersonal  Relationships’ ,

‘Hong Kong Today',  ‘Modemn
China',  ‘Globalization’ ,  'Public
Health' and ‘Energy Technology and
the Envionment’. These modules are
not repeated with any curriculum of core
subjects nor electives. While in terms
of class calculations, the three-year
compulsory Liberal Studies is more than
270 hours. If it is an elective subject,
there is only 210 hours. This is absolutely
an obstacle of effective teaching and
learning performance. If Liberal Studies
is revamped into an elective, then part of
the students cannot study these modules
which are actually fundamental in the
learning process.

New senior secondary Liberal Studies
has been running for 10 years, there
may be inadequacies, but it also has its
own unique features and benefits. At the
moment, | don't think revamping the
compulsory Liberal studies into an elective

subject will be beneficial to senior
secondary students.
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Overseas Doctors in Hong Kong

In 2019, Hong Kong's winter influenza
season started early in the first week
of January, peaking around mid to late
January. With the influenza ending in early
April, the total number of influenza cases
for adults was 601, and 24 severe cases
for children were reported in the same
period. The public attention started to shift
from public health concem to the long
waiting time of public medical service and
the problem of shortage of doctors. Since
the social awareness kept rising and the
discontent from the staffs of public hospital
due to the manpower shortage were
increasing, the government announced
extra funding of HK$500 million for public
hospitals. The Hospital Authority have
even made 6 videos with celebrities such
as Tam Wing Lun and Yeung Chin-wah
and organized a “snack day” at the
Tuen Mun Hospital to cheer on medical
professionals to ‘ease the problem" .

To look at this issue, the shortage of
doctors should be studied. In Hong Kong,
there are about 14,290 doctors, and the
number of doctors per 1,000 people is
1.9, while the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD)
put the acceptable global standard at
34 doctors for every 1,000 citizens.
Currently, it takes seven years to train a

doctor, and at least 10 to train a specialist
in only two medical schools in Hong
Kong, that means solving the shortage of
doctors will be impossible in the next 10
years without certain measures. Citizens
suffer a lot from the long waiting time of
public medical service and doctors also
suffer from insufficient manpower. Some
propose importing overseas doctors by
relaxing the rules of admission. It seems
like a practical and effective solution, but
| believe that there are few concerns risen
from this proposal.

Firstly, the incentive brought by this
proposal is inadeguate to attract overseas
doctors to work in Hong Kong. Although
overseas doctors can apply their work
more easily after relaxing the rules of
admission such as by exempting the
licensing examination and internship, their
concerns about whether to work or not in
Hong Kong are not simply limited in this
and there are still few reasons that they
are not willing to work in Hong Kong. The
main concern is the heawy workload of
doctors in public hospital. The average
weekly working hours of doctors in public
hospital is 61 hours and some frontline
doctors may even need to work over 65
hours a week. Doctors lack sleeping time
and they are not able to achieve work-life

balance. At the same time, doctors need
to make the diagnosis for 30 to 40 patients
in 3 hours while foreign doctors such as
in Australia and US only have to diagnose
5 to 6 patients in 3 hours. Because of this
stressful working environment, many local
doctors choose to work in private hospital
where they can have more flexible working
hours and higher salaries instead of public
hospital. In 2018 to 20189, the average
wastage rate of doctors in public hospital
is 6%. which is the highest among these
years. The willingness of Hong Kong
doctors to serve in public hospital is low,
let alone overseas doctors. Besides,
housing problem is another worry of
overseas doctors. Without the support
of the government, it is hard for them to
find a good housing under the limited
land supply and high housing price in
Hong Kong. Therefore, why overseas
doctors will tend to leave their countries
that may have a more relaxing working
environment just because of the less strict
licensing examination and intemship in
Hong Kong? To attract them, | believe that
the government need to introduce a more
comprehensive measure combining other
policies such as ensuring the working
hours of doctors not to exceed a certain
standard and providing a housing in a
lower market price for overseas doctors.

Secondly, the problem of imbalance
between public and private healthcare
sector cannot be solved, thus the
efficiency of public medical service
is stil low. In Hong Kong, 50% of the
specialists work in public hospital to serve
90% of the patients, while another half of
specialists serve the remaining 10% of
patients in private hospital. The manpower
and resources allocation public-private
healthcare sector are totally imbalanced,
leading to the shortage of doctors in public
hospital. This problem will not be alleviated
by only importing overseas doctors, since
the number of overseas doctors may
be insignificant to change the current
situation. It is also possible that they leave
public hospital after the full registration.
Why not the government focuses on the
problem of imbalance between public
and private healthcare sector instead of
blindly increasing the number of doctors?
Alternatively, the government can make
more effort and resources to retain and
recruit more healthcare staff including
both doctors and nurses to meet the
service demand.

Thirdly, importing overseas doctors is
only a short-term measure that lacks
sustainability. To solve the shortage of
doctors in a long run, we need to look

deeply into the management problem of
the Hospital Authority. The root cause of
the shortage of doctors in public hospital
is the poor management of the Hospital
Authority, which can be easily reflected
by the foolish responses to the discontent
of healthcare staffs during the influenza
season, high wastage rates of doctors in
public hospital, and most importantly, the
imbalance of public-private healthcare
sector. In my opinion, allocating the
resources and manpower properly in
the public hospital should be done to
relieve the pressure of doctors and is
better to retain them to stay fo work, and
also a better cooperation with the private
healthcare sector can be carried out to
assign some patients to receive treatment
in private hospital. Importing overseas
doctors can only increase the number
of doctors in Hong Kong slightly, but
not effectively tackling the problem in a
long run. | believe reforming the Hospital
Authority and improving the medical
system should be considered first.

There are still some concerns about
importing overseas doctors such as the
lowered quality of medical senvice that

may brought by exempting the licensing
examination. In conclusion, | think
simply importing overseas doctors is not
enough to meet the manpower demand
since it is only an urgent measure. |
think more details should be discussed
such as what is the standard to assess
whether the overseas doctor should or
should not take the licensing examination
or internship if the govemment really
implements this.
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Facebook’s devastating
new stance on
free expression and censorship

Facebook pledges to policy hate speech
and misinformation, but apparently
politicians are exempt from this rule.

In a winding speech almost forty minutes
long, Mark Zuckerberg, the founder and
current CEO of Facebook, attempted to
defend his company's newest policy
regarding censorship by invoking the
importance of free expression. The policy
in question was announced by a month
before the speech, that Facebook would
no longer fact check or take down political
ads (including paid ones) containing hate
speech or fake content, adopting a hands-
free stance towards regulating political
content. Zuckerberg's justification was
that ads and comments by politicians,
even if they were proven to be fake, would
add to public discourse and therefore
would be in the public's best interest
to be shown. The announcement was
immediately met with much criticism and
controversy, sparking heated debates
around the world, with critics of the policy
claiming that Zuckerberg’s un-nuanced
take on “free expression” would only
lead to a corrosion of free speech and
democracy.

With over 2.41 bilion active users on
Facebook, the tech giant has long faced
public scrutiny on the way it censors
sensitive content. Following the infamous
Russian disinformation campaign and
the horrifying live-stream of the New

Zealand mass shooting, both conducted
using Facebook, multiple parties have
been pushing for better and more
comprehensive  censorship  policies.
Now, with lawmakers and govemments
breathing down their neck, it makes sense
that Facebook is scrambling to come up
with a decent policy to get legislators
off their backs. However, a policy that
publicly allows politicians to spread lies,
misinformation and hatred with any sort
of consequences is most definitely not the
solution.

To start off with, such a policy would
further facilitate the spread of fake or
exaggerated news that often deviates
from the truth, giving politicians a powerful
tool for manipulating public perception. In
recent years, more and more people have
been receiving their daily dose of news
from social media instead of traditional
journalism. In a study conducted in 2016
by the Pew Research Center, 62% of
Americans get their news from social
media, the main source, unsurprisingly,
being Facebook. With over 2.41 billion
monthly active users around the world,
Facebook' swide spreaduserbase allows
it to reach an astonishingly large amount of
people. Couple that with an algorithm that,
according to digital strategist and founder
of Higher Ground Labs “inherently
benefits hate and negativity and anger”,
in other words, emotionally charged

content, already creates an atmosphere
that allows politicians to effectively spread
misinformation among a wide chunk of
the population. This was best seen during
the 2016 US election, where Russian bots
and trolls managed to spread pro-Donald
Trump ads and content all over facebook,
much of which were exaggerated or
fabricated.

Now Facebook’'s new policy allows
politiciansto dothe samething publicly and
legally, without any sort of repercussions.
US President Donald Trump himself
immediately “put this policy to the test”
by releasing an advertisement falsely
accusing Democratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden of corruption with Ukraine. The
ad has since then been viewed more than
5 million times, demonstrating the reach
false news can have on Facebook. Under
the new policy, politicians aren’t held
accountable for they claims they make
on social media, the modern equivalent
of a public broadcast , which it enables
them to lie to the public without any sort of
consequences. With Facebook’ s failure
to fact check and remove such content,
it"s likely that more and more people will
be mislead into believing its legitimacy,
increasing the incentive for politicians in
general to make false claims in order to
benefit themselves.

This will ultimately lead to a prevalence
of fake news on Facebook, spread

throughout the country by the influence
and reach of politicians using social
media. Without anyone to policy the truth,
politicians would be free to spin different
and untrue narratives on the same
subject, manipulating public perception
and discourse to their will. They will no
longer be required to provide legitimate
evidence to support their claims, but
could instead twist and distort the truth
to fit into their own narrative. Without
Facebook's safeguard mechanism of
fact-checking theres claims, the public
wil be unable to effectively distinguish
between what is true and what is not.
Worse sitill, politicians can take advantage
of the new policy to deliberately create
disinformation campaigns, campaigns
that aim to manipulate public opinion
through exaggeration, half truths, or
even straight up lies, which now have the
potential to reach thousands of millions of
users through Facebook.

What will this imply for the future of politics?
Research and evidence shows that the
prevalence of fake news may ultimately
threaten democratic governments and
even the concept of democracy itself. For
example during elections, if the public is
poorly-informed due to the dissemination
of fake news, voters may make their
decisions based on illegitimate sources,
leading to a higher chance of mistakes
being made at the polls. As a result,
this may lead to corrupt or inconpentent
officials being elected, leading to an
inefficient or in the worse case, a self-
dealing  government. Furthermore,
being constantly lied to and deceived
by politicians through social media
may cause the public to lose faith in the
government, or even the media. Claims
made by politicians, even ones in the
highest positions of government, would no
longer be trusted, which calls into question
the legitimacy of govemment institutions
themselves. Without public support, it

would be harder for governments to enact
policies efficiently, sending society into a
downward spiral.

Even if the consequences weren't so
catastrophic, the spread of disinformation
and hate speech, now faciitated by
Facebook's new policy could cause
significant problems in society. Aside
from false advertisements, politicians are
now able to spread hate speech without
consequences, enabling those with
extreme stances to spread messages
containing.for  example, anti-muslim
sentiments throughout the platform,
amplifying feelings of resentment, hatred
and irrational fear, all whie evading
accountability from voters. These kind of
hate-based campaigns are already hard
to manage seen from the 2016 criminal
case Involving a girl named Lisa, who
alleged that she was raped by a gang
of refugees in Germany, causing anti-
immigration hysteria to flare up across the
country. The story was later proven to be
false, proved to be an attempt to spread
anti-refugee sentiments by a suspicious
Facebook group called Anonymous.
Kollektiv. Now, politicians, having been
given a green-light from Facebook, could
go ahead and do the same thing, except
this ime the hatred they spread will reach
a much larger audience and be much
harder to disprove or put out. This could
create a potentially hammful social climate
leading to social division or even social
polarization across a country.

Some might argue that Facebook' s new
policy would encourage more political
discourse in which the public could hear
and over debate what the politicians had
to say. Yet in reality, the policy might do
just the opposite, drowning out discussion
and discourse instead of encouraging it.
When politicians are given a free-reign to
say whatever they want on social media,
it discredits opposition voices as their

opinions may easily be drowned out by
a new wave of disinformation. A similar
example is found in 2011,in which social
media research alleged that the Assad
regime paid an unnamed firm to flood
opposition discussions and hashtags
with pictures of natural scenery and
sports. Because it could not be bothered
to censor untrue content, Facebook
creates a situation in which statements
have no basis to the truth, making it
much harder for public discourse to
reach meaningful debate and discussion
due to multiple versions of the “truth” .

Zuckerberg may stand for free
expression and democracy, but the
actions of his company never seem to
suggest that. Facebook' s newest policy
spells disaster for both politics and
society, and will ultimately undermine the
very ideals they claim to support.
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A World With Mass Surveillance

Every student has heard of 1984, the
classic novel regarded throughout the
world as a waming against surveillance
societies. In the book, the streets of
Airstrip One--a country formerly known as
Britain—-are lined with cameras watching
one's every move. What the average
schoolboy back then may have thought of
as nothing but a rather chilling product of
the author’s imagination is now a reality in
our modern world; countries from both the
East and West have begun to adopt mass
surveillance. Perhaps Orwell may have
been a prophet after all.

This August, a report conducted by
British technology website Comparitech
revealed Chinese cities as the most
monitored in the world. In top place is
Chongging, with over 168 cameras per
1,000 people. China is undeniably the
biggest user of mass surveillance in the
world, with over 200 million surveillance
cameras installed across the country. It
is estimated that by 2020, China will have
one camera installed for every two people.
The goal of this system, according to the
Chinese government, is to catch and
deter criminals with the highest efficiency
and accuracy possible, so as to ensure
national safety. However, the Chinese
surveillance system is much more

intensive than simply installing cameras
on the street. Voice-recognition software is
also increasingly used to identify speakers
in, say, phone calls.

China is, however, only one example of
the extensive use of mass survelllance in
our current world. Ironically, this practice
has reached the West as well, where core
values of democracy, freedom of speech
and basic human rights are supposedly
most protected, and where Chinese
surveillance is most loudly condemned.
In May 2019, a survey revealed that there
were 627,707 surveillance cameras in
London alone. Although Britain has had a
relatively long history of mass surveillance,
the amount of surveillance appears to be
rising, and this has been brought to light
by the recent legal battles against such
a system; in fact, the surveillance system
has once more been examined by the
highest chamber of the European Court of
Human Rights this year. The legal battle
proved unsuccessful for human rights
organizations, though, with the court
ruling in favour of the surveillance system.
Are we, then, at the beginning of an era
of worldwide surveillance where citizens
from every country will be monitored by
surveillance networks?

Mass surveillance has certainly proved
effective in preventing crime. Advanced
cameras can detect a passerby 's height,
facial features and age, and should a
crime occur, investigators need only
check the surveillance cameras and the
culprit has little to no chance of escaping.
This was made fully apparent last year,
when a Chinese fugitive was successfully
located at a Jacky Cheung concert with
the help of surveillance cameras. This
news, however, was met with more horror
than relief in regions outside China. This is
not because people would somehow want
a fugitive to run wild. It is a good thing that
mass surveillance deters crime, but this
news has given us a clearer picture of
the costs of safety: the constant lack of
privacy. Big Brother protects you, but he
also sees you wherever you go, be itto a
concert or to rob a bank, until you feel as
though you need to be protected from Big
Brother, rather than by him.

Mass surveillance is most controversial in
the sense that it violates the right to privacy,
or personal space. There is a surprisingly
common misconception about privacy,
and itis that privacy is wholly unnecessary
if one has ‘nothing to hide', so to
speak. This is true, except for the fact that
humans never have ‘nothing to hide’.

There are people who staunchly insist
that anyone who requires privacy must be
doing something they shouldn't be doing:
these are the same people who keep
their email accounts, bank accounts and
diaries under lock and key using complex
passwords. Privacy is not a method of
escaping scotfree from wrongdoings,
it is a fundamental human right. Despite
being social animals, human beings need
privacy, psychologically and emotionally,
for the simple reason that it provides us
with a space in which we can think, feel
and act naturally without judgement or
scrutiny from others. Too litle physical
space causes suffocation; the same goes
for psychological space.

Another worrying issue regarding mass
surveillance is whether or not it will lead to
an abuse of power. Mass surveillance in
Western countries is now reportedly being
used to prevent crime, but there is no
guarantee that such a system will not open
acan of worms: should a leaderwish touse
the data gained for purposes other than
preventing crime, such as consolidating
one’s power, he or she could easily do
so, with the system readily at hand. In this
way, mass surveillance could transform
from a comparatively benign network of
crime-preventing cameras into a system

that could infringe not just on people’s

right to privacy but also on their freedom
of thought, speech and the press.

The ancient Roman Empire employed
spies who would eavesdrop on
conversations in public markets to detect
signs of instability. The surveillance system
of the Catholic Church in medieval times
operated in a similar manner. In light of
this, we may be moving backwards into a
society before the emergence of modern
human rights in the 17 century, but with
better technology. While some regard
legal actions against mass surveillance as
a step forward in ensuring the protection
of privacy rights, it would seem to human
rights advocates more like a step forward
taken by one who is already slipping
gradually down a slope; It is not so much
an advancement as an attempt to prevent
regression. The fact that we as global
citizens must fight to prevent a regression
back into a past society with a dim
concept of human rights--albeit a ‘new
and improved’ one with cameras and
artificial intelligence is worrying.

Yes, mass surveillance prevents crime;
it also prevents people from being
able to think or act as freely as human
beings ought to. Whether or not the

costs outweigh the benefits of mass
surveillance is something to think about

for global leaders.
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Anti-masking Law ---
Masking the Future of Hong Kong?

The Hong Kong extradition bill, at long
last, was formally withdrawn. Yet protests
continue asthe governmenthas notreplied
the five demands. In order to identify
protestors involved in illegal actions during
protests, the government has introduced
the anti-masking law to identify them. This
law aims to stop protestors from breaking
the law. But is this law the key to stop all
the social unrest in Hong Kong or a law
that destroys the future of Hong Kong? My
answer is, without a doubt, the latter.

Firstly, the anti-masking law damages
Hong Kong' s inteational image. Power
is divided among three branches in Hong
Kong, namely executive, legislation and
judiciary. The government introduced
anti-masking by using the Emergency
Regulations Ordinance. Therefore, the
govemment passed this law without voting
in the Legislative Council. People around
the globe are concerned that Hong Kong
may become a place with no freedom
and people who oppose the government
will be armested, just like Mainland China.
Hong Kong has a high competitiveness
because Hong Kong has freedom and a
free market. The Emergency Regulations
Ordinance gives the government the
power to control foreign exchange rates.
The government can use the anti-masking
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law as an example fo use the Emergency
Regulations Ordinance to control foreign
exchange rates in the future and thus
greatly interfere the free market in the
future. Therefore, it negatively affects the
confidence and incentives of investors in
Hong Kong and they may suspend their
investment in Hong Kong. As a matter a
fact, some billionaires in Hong Kong has
already started to transfer their assets to
foreign countries, fearing the Hong Kong
government may use the Emergency
Regulations Ordinance to confiscate their
properties.

Secondly, the anti-masking law only
enrages protestors more and causes the
problem of social polarization even more
serious. It is doubtless that protestors
grow angtier towards the govemment
day by day since the govemment has not
done anything to solve problems like the
police' s abuse use of power. This law only
makes them even more furious as their right
to demonstrate, their rights to join peaceful
and legal assemblies is demolished. This
evaded their rights stated in the Basic
Law. On 4 October 2019, the night before
the anti-masking law was launched, the
protestors’ behaviours were more violent
than before. Moreover, citizens wear
masks during protests after the law was

launched to show the government that
they will not be threatened by it and stay
silence. It is clear that anti-masking law
did not stopped protestors from breaking
the law. Besides, the government will have
difficulties launching controversial bills in
the future. Citizens will not put faith in the
govemment anymore as they fear that the
govemment may use those bills as their
weapons to destroy the core values that
Hong Kongers treasure. This time, the
govemment uses the anti-masking law to
demolish the freedom of demonstration.

Thirdly, police are exempted from the
anti-masking law, so they can arrest
protestors with brutal ways, regardless
of the consequences as they cannot be
identified. From videos on the internet,
we can see that police wear masks and
cover their police identity number, leaving
protestors no channel to file complaints.
With the introduction of this law, police can
use unnecessary force, such as shooting
protestors with their guns at a short
distance and leave permanent damage
to the protestors while their can walk away
as a free man. It is unfair to protestors
because police can mask their own faces
and use powerful weapons to attack and
arrest them while they must reveal their
identities to the police while not knowing

the police’s identities. It causes the
problem of mistrust between police and
citizens to intensify even more.

| understand that there is a portion of
the society as well as the government
think the ant-masking law does more
benefit than disadvantages. The main
argument is that it can help police arrest
protestors more efficiently as protestors
cannot hinder their identities. However,
we can see that numerous people still go
onto the streets to protest while wearing
masks. It is impossible for the police to
arrest thousands of people at the same
time. Also, the reason why there are so
many protests is because the government
refuses to reply the citizens' demands.
What is the point of keep suppressing the

citizens’ woices and avoid tackling the
root cause of everything?

In a nutshell, | think the anti-masking law
does not help solve the problems in Hong
Kong, but even intensifies it. | hope the
government can listen to the citizens’

voices with an opened-heart and reply to
the five demands as soon as possible in
order to earn back the trust from citizens.
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Student’s stress skyrocketed
Due to Overly Demanding Parents @

Hong Kong children are stressed, not
only because of long hours of studying,
frequent testing, and too much homework,
but also because of pushy and demanding
parents.

Although exam stress levels were said to
be at an all-ime low for local secondary
six pupils this year, more felt under
pressure from their parents than ever
before, according to a survey by Hok Yau
Club, an NGO that provides support and
guidance to local students. The figures
revealed that more than 40 per cent of
pupils interviewed felt parental pressure
in relation to their academic performance.

| think that the parents should not impose
so much pressure to their children.
Sometimes, the right pressure as push
students as propulsion and motivate them
to perform better in exams. Nevertheless,
on the other hand, too much stress may
bring an oppostite effect. Parents should
not punish their children even they have
got a bad result in tests or exams. Instead,
they should support them and console
them. Parental emotion support is far
more effective than punishing a child.
Punishments will certainly worsen their
level of depressed. In contrast, parent’s
recognition and motivations can bring

them a positive belief: [there is someone
behind my back, so | have to do better
next time. | should make them proud.]

Students should not always hold the
thought of being a perfectionist or be the
cream of the crop. When they are under
too much stress from their parents, they
should express their view to their parents
that they are giving them too much
pressure. Students should not bury their
emotions and feelings in their heart. it will
cause parents to misunderstand and think
it is alright to continue pushing their child
to limits by harsh methods and it will be
bad for students own health too.

Children do need discipline from parents,
but at least not in a way that will harm
and pose negative impacts on them. The
development of children in early age holds
the key to their future, so it is essential to
protect the youth. For instance, | saw
another news that reported a parent of an
eight years old boy punished his child for
doing badly at school. Can you imagine
how he punish the kid? He made the boy
cross a busy road on his knees! This is an
absolutely unacceptable way to punish a
kid who is just eight years old! The busy
passers-by may accidentally kicked the
boy even they did not want to. The boy's

self-esteem was destroyed after being
publicly embarrassed. It traumatized his
precious childhood!

As a conclusion, parents should stop
giving their children too much pressure in
a mistaken way. They already have such a
long to-do list, some of them even have a
lot of extra-curricular activities to join. They
are already very under a lot of tension. Yet,
they still have to bear the horror of facing
punishments. Parents should comfort and
encourage their children but not go for
the hard ways when they fail to achieve
their standards. In this way, children can
unwind and it will be a win-win for both
students and parents. Who does not want
their children to have a happy childhood?
Hopefully, the situation can be eased and
aware in the society.
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The Weeping Rainforest:
Is economy more important than Amazon?

If rainforest could voice their pain,
would we have heard the weeping of
the rainforest sooner? Would we have
saved this invaluable forest much
earlier? As raging fires swept across
the Amazon rainforest, the ‘Lungs
of the Earth’' were devoured at an
unstoppable speed. With huge plumes
of smoke billowing into the air, billions
of trees were burn down and millions
of animals species suffered the loss
of their habitat in an instance. They
are left homeless and helpless. It is of
paramount importance that we make
a critical reflection on how heavy the
price we will have to pay by putting

over-emphasis on short term economic
benefits.

The Amazon forest has long been
subject to deforestation due to the
growing demands for farmlands in
South Africa. Farmers are encouraged
to set fires in the tropical forest to give
way for economic plantation, grazing
and construction of roads. It is, without
a doubt, the easiest and cheapest way
to obtain land. Nevertheless, this is
usually done indiscriminately, resulting
in vigorous clearance and unfortunately,
uncontrollable  wildfires.  Brazil's
National Institute for Space Research

has revealed that more than 78,000
forest fires have been recorded in Brazil
in 2018, which is the highest number
since 2013. When Brazilian government
places emphasis on economic
development over the conservation
of the Amazon forest, destroying the
rainforest is probably the worst direction
for the government in policy making.

First and foremost, the significant loss
of Amazon forest will undeniably worsen
the climate change and global warming.
In his response to the global outcry of
Amazon forest fire, Brazil President
Jair Bolsonaro put blame on the long-




dry season of Amazon in causing
wildfires. Nonetheless, what has been
overseen is that the long-dry season,
which Jair Bolsonaro made excuse
on, is the result of worsening climate
change. The massive disappearance
of Amazon forest not only leads to the
decrease in carbon dioxide absorption
in the globe, but also reversely releases
a huge amount of carbon dioxide
which has been taken in and stored
in the burning trees. Consequently,
greenhouse effect will be aggravated.
When global warming seems to be a
distant phenomenon, the rising global
temperature will continuously affect the
Amazon climate, making the dry season
longer and the forest more vulnerable
to forest fire. Once the Amazon forest is
lost, there will be an irreversible change
to our planet's climate. Drought will
occur more frequently in Brazil and
result in the farmers’ inability to
produce their own food. Agricultural
industry, which Brazil has been relying
on, will suffer tremendous loss. Farmers
will be subjected to dangerous working
condition. There is no need to mention
about economic development which
Brazilian government has valued more
than anything.

The second focus falls upon the
disappearance of unique plant and
animal species. From a short term
perspective, land may have greater
economic value than trees as it allows
massive economic activities to be
developed and regenerate domestic
income. However, indiscriminate
clearance of Amazon forest will lead
to the loss of plant and animal species
which provide valuable sources to
medicines. As World Wildlife Foundation
(WWF) states in the article The vital
links between the Amazon rainforest,
global warming and you, over a quarter

of medicines that we are using today
originate from the Amazon rainforest,
less than 5% of rainforest plants have
been examined for their medicinal
properties. Given the tite ‘The World " s
Largest Medicine Cabinet’ , Amazon
gives solution to cure human diseases
including cancer, infection, viruses and
even AIDS. The latest figures have also
shown that rainforest land converted to
cattle operations yields the land owner
$60 per acre whereas if medicinal
plants are harvested, the land will yield
the land owner $2,400 per acre. The
rainforest is more precious alive than
cut and burnt. Therefore, the economic
benefits that Amazon can bring to Brazil
not only come from agriculture, but
more importantly, pharmaceutical and
medical industry. It is unwise for profit-
driven Brazil government to give up on
indigenous plant species in exchange
of short-term revenue. In the long run,
the destruction of Amazon rainforest
will, indeed, generate more loss of profit
than gain.

Despite the negative conseguences of
deforestation, many have argued about
the necessity of deforestation in tackling
poverty in Brazil. Nevertheless, the
Brazilian government has overseen the
essence of sustainable development
in the long run for the country to truly
flourish. Not only does deforestation
cause environmental deterioration in
the Amazon, but it also deprives the
country of all the essential resources
for developing long term economy
including quality water, plant and animal
species and food. Amazon forest should
not be treated as only a land provider.
The abundance of natural resources
and biodiversities are, indeed, the most
valuable sources for generating long
term income for the country. Poverty
is a pressing issuve. It is, nonetheless,

crucial not to undermine the integrity
and stability of the natural system.
Burning the rainforest and exhausting
its resources in exchange of short
term economic benefits is simply
compromising the ability of the future
generation of Brazil to persist and
sustain quality of life.

The Amazon rainforest takes years to
be built yet minutes to be destroyed.
Actions speak louder than words.
While we are moaning about the loss
of Amazon and simply sharing photos
on social media, actual action matters
more. We, as consumers, should
do our parts to save the rainforest.
Reduction on paper, wood and beef
consumption are simple acts but will
make a big difference if joint efforts
are made. The Amazon is not simply a
rainforest, itis the greatest treasure that
our planet has given to us. No matter
how successful we are in generating
profit, if the rainforest dies, it will mark
the end of human kinds. Ultimately,
what is more important - dollar bills for
the present or our planet for the future?
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Is Liberal Studies
Responsible for the
Social Unrest?

The subject of liberal studies, being the
most controversial topic of all times, is
again under fire after a series of social
events. Liberal studies have become
a compulsory subject of all secondary
schools since 2009. This subject aims to
develop social awareness, independent
thinking, and positive values among
students, but does it do the job?

As the subject is more or less bond with
politics, it is believed that the rise of pro-
independence sentiment in Hong Kong
is linked directly to the subject. Pro-
Beijing supporters claim that the subject
sowed the seeds of anti-government
sentiment and call for its abolition,
while Tung, a vice-chairman of China’s
top political advisory body, also said
that the subject was a failure, and was
partly to blame for the escalating violent
protests including the anti-national
education campaign in 2012, and the
Occupy movement in 2014.

However, youngsters and educators
have given positive feedback on the
subject. A survey conducted by the
Education Bureau in 2014 found 82
percent of Form Six graduates agreed
that the subject enhanced their multi-

Munsang College
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perspective thinking, while 80 percent
said it increased their social awareness.
It shows that the subject contributed
to developing the essential skills for a
successful person in any career.

In my viewpoint, this subject can
enhance the students’ critical thinking
and the ability to analyse social
issues. The subject focuses on social
problems relating to the livelihood of
citizens rather than politics. As society
nowadays doesn't only require teens
to have outstanding academic results,
but also the ability to think in different
aspects by understanding others’
concerns and needs.

Moreover, the subject is not entirely
to blame for the recent social unrest
as the subject also teaches students
to discover both the positive and
negative impacts of an issue and give
suggestions on how to alleviate the
social problems that arose, which trains
their problem-solving skills. To sum up,
these are all the crucial qualities of the
younger generation.

Some may question about the
professionalism of educators as some

of them are alleged to mislead students
and indirectly causing the students'
involvement in civil disobedience, but
teachers have strict instructions on
discussing political issues with students,
such as they are not allowed to share
their political views with students or
imposing their own political bias to allow
equitable discussion among students.
Therefore, we should be clear that
educators are neutral and professional
enough to guide students through the
analysis of political issues.

| would suggest that the leaming
materials of liberal studies should be
reviewed periodically by independent
advisers collaboratingwith the Education
Bureau to prevent the spread of hatred
and bias and promote students'

independent thinking towards an issue.

To conclude, the subject does contribute
to the life of students, and it should not
be abolished. | hope that more Hong
Kong citizens can look into the subject
of liberal studies and propose better
solutions to this issue.
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