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News Commentary Competition:

Champion Name School

Champion Ngai Wing Sze St. Stephen's College

1strunner-up  Lai Man Wai Katherine St. Stephen's College

2nd runner-up  Sit Ho Wai St. Mary's Canossian College
3rd runner-up Wong Adrian St. Stephen's College
3rd runner-up Hong Tsz Yin Munsang College

3rd runner-up  Leung Pak Hei St. Stephen's College

Final Round Entrants ~ Lee Ka Hei Munsang College

Law Wing Kiu St. Mary's Canossian College

Chung Tsun Ho Anson St. Stephen's College

Senior Form

Topic

Opting out the opt-in system

Should container houses be used to contain our housing needs?
The tarnished tomorrow-The Rohingya Crisis

Hong Kong independence

More than just a number

Land policies striking down housing problems-proper ways of alleviating the heaving
burden of land

E-sports-Is Hong Kong ready for it
Terrorist attacks---A lamentable curse

Banning nuclear weapons makes peace

News Commentary Competition: Junior Form

Champion Name School

Champion Lau Ching Yu St. Stephen's College

1strunner-up  Wong Tsz Ki Jackie St. Mary's Canossian College

2nd runner-up Chan Wing Hei Phoebus ~ St. Stephen's College
2nd runner-up Chan Chin Tung St. Mary's Canossian College
3rd runner-up Cheung Yan Ting St. Mary's Canossian College

3rd runner-up Chan Wing Lok Oliver

Final Round Enfrants ~ Chow Chun Kit Munsang College
Chia Hok Yee HKMA David Li Kwok Po College
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HKMA David Li Kwok Po College

Topic
Bus crash reveals drivers' long working hours

Hong Kong legislator prepares laws to allow girl to donate part of her liver to save her
mother
Live-in rule forces domestic workers to be on call 24 hours, court hears

Should Hong Kong students remain mouth shut about Hong Kong Independence

Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link-Does the joint checkpoint violate
the “One Country, Two Systems” Policy and the Basic Law?
HKCTU campaign for standard working hours

The pros and cons of having university ranking

Standard Working Hours
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long working hours

Bus crosh revenls drivers’

LChompion

Lau Ching Yu
St. Stephen’s College

This news is about a serious traffic accident in Sham
Shui Po in which three people were killed and thirty
people were injured. The driver was then found out to be
working for over thirteen hours a day before the crash.

The Citybus head of operations explained that
their drivers’ driving time is around eight hours and
they usually work ten hours a day on average. Citybus
General Union states that it is common for drivers to work
overtime as their wages are very low. However, should
bus drivers use their health as an exchange for money?
| totally disagree with that and believe that their salaries
and working hours should be reviewed.

Firstly, | think the government should regulate the
salary of bus drivers. The salary is only about HK$15,000
a month for drivers, which is not enough for them to
support their families. According to the government
announcement, in 2015, the poverty line for a household
of three people was $14,000. An income of HK$15,000
means that the drivers are struggling near the poverty
line. It is common for drivers to work overtime in order
to seek for more money. However, if they work long
hours, they would become less cautious in driving due
to fatigue. Therefore, the bus company should pay them
higher salary so as to ensure they can sustain a living
without having to work overtime. A government-mandated
wage-floor to be set for franchised bus companies is
recommended.

Secondly, the government should take an active part
in reviewing the bus driver's working hours. When the
drivers often work overtime and on shift, they do not have

Judge’ s Comment
Prof. Linda Chelan Li:

enough sleep and energy to work. This will in turn affect
drivers’ performance at work and put passengers’ safety
at risk. Studies have shown that driving while fatigued
increases a driver's risk of involvement in a crash or
near-crash by nearly four times. Since the health and
cautiousness of the drivers are very crucial to road safety,
the government should set laws to cap the current bus
driver work hours of fourteen hours per day to a maximum
of ten.

Thirdly, the Transport Department should work
together with the bus company to implement some
measures to ensure that the drivers are up to standard.
Bus drivers should be given regular health check-ups
and mental health assessments to make sure they are fit
for work. Also, regular driving lessons and assessments
should be given half-yearly to keep up their driving skills.
These measurements can help ensure the passengers’
safety.

Some people may think that this is purely an
accident caused by the fatigue and carelessness of the
driver concerned. However, when you understand the
underlying causes accounting for the fatigue of the driver,
you can see that it was due to the long working hours and
poor compensation to the bus drivers.

In conclusion, this tragic accident reveals the
unhealthy working conditions of the bus industry. The
government should regulate the drivers’ salaries and
review their working hours, while the bus company should
ensure the professional skills and good health of their
drivers to uphold operational safety.

Natural style of writing. Good English. Advanced an argument with data and analysis, whilst considers other alternative views.
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Ilnw to nollow girl to donote port
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Wong Tsz Ki, Jackie
St. Mary’s Canossian
College

of her liver to sove her mother

In April, there was a patient named Tang Kwai Sze
whose hepatitis has progressed to acute liver failure and
desperately needed an immediate liver transplant. Her
life would definitely be at stake if there was not a suitable
liver for her in a couple of days. Without a second
thought, her daughter, Michelle, would like to donate
her liver to save her mother. However, Michelle was 3
months shy of the legal age of donation. At the very last
minute, a kind-hearted young lady named Cheng donated
part of her liver to save Tang. The incident has led the
government to consider amending the law to lower the
legal age of organ donation in the hope to enable anyone
like Michelle to save the life of loved one. At last, the
draft of the new law was not submitted to the Legislative
Council. The incident has intensely aroused public
interests and discussions. Is it really a good idea to lower
the legal age of organ donation to 177?

According to the Human Organ Transplant Ordinance
section 5D, organ transplant between living person
can only be carried out when ‘the donor concerned
has reached the age of 18 years. The Ordinance was
laid to protect children from the consequences of any
unintellectual decision. The doctors were against the idea
of lowering the legal age of organ donation. According
to Professor Lo Chung-Mau, the Hong Kong'’s top liver
transplant expert, suggested there should be a ‘deadline’
for everything. If the government changed the legal age
of donation to 17, what would happen if there is another

case of a 16 years old girl who wants to save her mother
by donating her own organ?

From my perspective, simply lowering the legal age
of donation cannot provide a solution to the problem.
The public, as well as the government, have gone to a
deviated discussion. In fact, the government only focuses
on how to get the patient's daughter to donate her liver
legally, but not dealing with the shortage of organs
donated from dead bodies. If there were more organs
donated, patients would not have to receive organs from
a living person. Even if the government succeeds to lower
the legal age of donation to 17 and situation like that of
Michelle can be taken care of, there are still thousands of
patients and their families facing the same adversity i.e. a
long waiting list of organ transplantation. Thus, lowering
the legal age of donation just do not help resolve the
problem of too few organ donor for too many recipient
patient.

As the case of amending the law has not been
submitted, everything is now back to normal, it is time
for us to we shift our focus to examine the present status
on organ transplantation in Hong Kong. According to
the data from the Census and Statistics department, the
percentage of organ donation of Hong Kong is extremely
low when compare with other countries in Europe.
The longest waiting time for patients in Hong Kong to
receive an organ can reach as many as 32 years. On
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the average, patients have to wait for at least 1-2 years.
However, it seems nothing much has been done to reverse
the situation. Everyone has forgotten the patients and their
needs. Have people ever thought of similar tragic scenario
happening to them or their families? What could we do?

In the first place, | suggest the government pay more
effort and put in more resources in promoting the idea of
organ donation. For instance, they can enhance education
to the general public about the benefits of donating organ
to save lives. Sharing the stories of the recipients and
related activities could be organized for teenagers and
adults to learn more about the benefits of organ donations.
Advertisements such as short videos and leaflets can
also be made so that information about organ donation
can reach every corner of the city. The culture of organ
donation is surely to be encouraged.

Secondly, the government can consider following
the Opt-out policy of European countries. If Hong Kong
enforced the Opt-out policy, which means that only those
who are not willing to donate have to register, the number
of organs being donated would definitely increase. One
of the countries taking the Opt-out policy, Spain, is a
successful example. The average waiting time for most of
the organ transplant cases do not exceed 6 months. The
donation rate of Spain is 39.7% which is a really adorable
percentage. Opt-out policy is really an effective policy for
organ donations.

Judge’ s Comment
Prof. Linda Chelan Li:

Although taking the Opt-out policy may not be
enforced in the foreseeable future, the public can still
give a helping hand by supporting the organ donation
scheme. Actually, the public can all take part in the
scheme by indicating their wish to donate organ
after death. We can spread love by signing up in the
Centralised Organ Donation Register (CODR). The
Tang’s case has reminded us of the adversity that the
patients and their families are facing. By taking part in
the scheme, the public can definitely help the patients
who are struggling in darkness.

Very sound arguments with bright ideas. Language good, though a few minor errors.
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Live-in rule forces domestic
workers to bhe on coll 24
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Chan Wing Hei Phoebus
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hours o doy, court heors

This news is about a Filipino domestic worker, Nancy
Almorin Lubiano, challenging the mandatory “live-in”
rule imposes by the director of immigration in 2003, in a
landmark judicial review at the high court. The live-in rule
is implemented through standard employment contracts
when the domestic workers applied for visas. Anyone
breaking the rule faces administrative sanctions in future
applications for visas or employment, as well as criminal
prosecution. Paul Shieh Wang-tai SC, Lubiano’s lawyer,
argued that the rule heightened the risks of infringing the
domestic worker’s rights.

| disagree with the live-in rule. | think the government
should not stipulate domestic workers to reside with their
employers because this will lead to potential abuse of
domestic worker’s rights.

Firstly, we should not interfere with the domestic
workers’ personal lives outsides of the employment. The
domestic workers only come here for work, just like any
other jobs, the employment should focus on work related
matters about the purpose of their stay or what they
intend to do instead of stipulating where they sleep or live
as a condition of staying in Hong Kong.

Secondly, there is a tendency for excessive over time
due to the lack of clear separation between the place of
work and rest. Domestic workers find it difficult to reject

Judge’ s Comment
Prof. Linda Chelan Li:

any employers’ request which falls outside of working
hours, forcing them to be literally on standby 24 hours a
day. The findings cited by Shieh revealed that an average
of 71.4 working hours per week, with more than one in
three respondents deprived of their weekly 24-hour rest
day as required by law. This will not only affect the quality
of work of the domestic workers, but also jeopardise the
employment relationship.

Lastly, domestic workers will be subject to a lack of
privacy and poor living condition. A recent survey by the
human rights organization Justice Centre indicated that
about 40 percent of the domestic workers were deprived
of independent rooms, some of them exposed to the rest
of the household while sleeping in corridor, kitchens and
even in toilets. This is commonly seen in Hong Kong with
small households in a closely packed community. If either
the employee or employer has a choice in the live-in
rules, they may both be benefited from the crowded living
situation.

As a conclusion, | strongly believe that domestic
workers should be given a choice to whether or not to
live in with their employers, to protect their rights from
suffering from interference of personal lives, minimum
segregation of work and rest and lack of privacy.

Fluent language and natural style. But there is no consideration of the other sides of the argument
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Chan Chin Tung
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Hong Kong independence?

At the beginning of the new scholastic year, pro-
independence banners were found in different university
campus. The principal of one of the involved universities,
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, stated the posters
were violation of the Basic Law and requested the CUHK
Student Council to take them off. However, the Council
disagreed with the principal’'s stance and refused to
do so. On the 14th of August, 2016, the spokesman
of the Education Bureau in Hong Kong stated that the
discussion of Hong Kong independence should be
prohibited at schools. This brings up the question again:
Should discussion of independence be allowed at school
campus?

Universities in Hong Kong are known for their
academic freedom. The Democracy Wall is one of the
platforms for students and teaching staff to express their
ideas and arouse public interests toward a certain issue.
From the students’ point of view, they are given the rights
to promote their ideas, including political stances at the
campus. Moreover, the Student Council is in charge
of the daily management of the Democracy Wall. The
executives of the school have no rights to interfere with
the content posted on the Wall. As a result, the students
didn’t remove the poster, which is the requirement of
the principal. Thus, they treat the principal’s action as
suppression of freedom of speech, or even political
persecution.

However, Hong Kong independence is an illegal idea
in accordance to the Basic Law. It has been clearly stated
that Hong Kong is an inalienable part of China. Promoting
Hong Kong independence can actually be subject to
violation of the Crimes Ordinance. Furthermore, the
school has been receiving pressure and criticism from

Judge’ s Comment
Prof. Linda Chelan Li:

the public regarding to the consistent pro-independence
discussion at campus. The administrative authority of
the school hopes to bring an end to the issue. After this
incident which has aroused much controversy, it feels the
urge to avoid further spread of Hong Kong independence.
Therefore, the principal demanded the Council to tear off
the posters and reaffirm the School’s stance.

The students and administration of the school are
definitely poles apart. It is important to deal with conflicts
with rational discussion, as what the Chief Executive has
been promoting. In order to come up with an effective
solution, the two sides should put aside their prejudice
and try to understand each other’s concerns. Firstly, the
school should understand that extremes meet. Strictly
ban every single word of independence is against and
disrespecting the students’ will. This may arouse even
more concerns and dissatisfaction in society. Hence,
discussion and promotion should be allowed at university
campus. On the other hand, students should understand
that rights and duties coexist. It is stated that students
are not allowed to post any comments insulting any
targets. The fact that Hong Kong is a part of China does
not change. They should pay respect to the supporters of
China and China itself no matter how much they dislike
them. In this case, the Student Council should take the
posters off or both the Council and the person in charge
may face a criminal prosecution.

There is no single solution every problem. When
the two sides are fighting like cats and dog, they should
learn to consider the needs of the both sides. Sometimes,
concession is needed. By opening up our hearts to
listen, together we can reduce conflicts and build a more
harmonious society.

Addressed arguments on both sides and attempted an analysis. Good language, though a bit stiff. Topic theme does not fully

align with content.
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Opting out the opt-In system

Lhompion

Ngai Wing Sze
St. Stephen’s College

In recent years, organ donation has become the
spotlight of media and the public. Headlines of patients
passing away before getting organ transplant has
sparkled off a heat discussion on increasing the organ
donation rate. Amid the turbulence, the former Secretary
for Food and Health Dr. Ko Wing-Man thus initiated the
debate on replacing the current Opt-in Organ Donation
System with the Opt-out Organ Donation System.

For the last 20 years, the government’s stance on
promoting organ donation was quite conservative. Their
main focus was to create a more open atmosphere
towards organ donation. Nonetheless, Hong Kong’'s
organ donation rate is still currently ranked among the
lowest in the world with only 5.8 in every million people in
Hong Kong donated in 2015.1 believe that Opt-out system
might be a way out considering the ineffectiveness of the
current policy.

The Opt-out system is a scheme where people’s
consent to donate their organs after their death is
presumed unless they have explicitly said otherwise.
Under the current opt-in system, even the person has
shown the willingness to donate through registration, the
medical professionals still have to get the consent from
their relatives. Unfortunately, due to the traditional belief
of ‘desecrating a corpse’, not many of them follow the
choice of their beloved one. Often, people who are more
liberal and willing to accept the idea of organ donation still
find it difficult to persuade their families. Therefore, even
though they had indicated their willingness, the relatives

will still strongly oppose it. With the Opt-out system,
the choice of individuals will be respected without their
family’s intervene.

Considering the low donation rate, is it really due
to the lack of empathy of Hong Kong people? According
to a survey conducted by the Hong Kong |deas Centre,
43% of the interviewees are willing to donate their
organs, while only 13% of them have registered on the
Centralized Organ Donation. This great disparity indicates
the reluctance of citizens to go through the registration
process. It might be a simple process in the eye of the
government, but it still become a barrier of voluntary
registration. Changing into the Opt-Out System could
sweep off this barrier in between. A more fundamental
question is that why should the organ donors bear
more cost of opting-in instead of letting the others put
a bit more effort to opt-out? In our current informed
consent system, insufficient consideration is given to the
unexpressed wishes of people who are willing to donate.

What | see from the system is the future of an
effective organ donation scheme which will ultimately
ease the problem of organ shortage. How effective could
it be? The story of Spain shows us the possibility of a
significant increase in organ donation rate. After practicing
the system for years, Spain has the highest donation rate
of 39.7 donors pmp among the world. For kidney, liver,
heart and lung, the waiting time for transplantation is at
most half the time of Hong Kong.
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Nonetheless, the success could not be manipulated
simply by blindly copying the concept of Opt-Out system.
This controversial policy needs to be handled delicately.
An interesting point to note is that not every country had a
drastic increase after implementing the system. So what
makes the difference?

The success of Spain is based on establishing a
dedicated authority. Spain formed the National Transplant
Organization to coordinate the country’s organ donation
and transplantation activities. Looking back at Hong
Kong, we do not have any specific department handling
this issue yet. There are only 9 Organ Transplant
Coordinators responsible for organ donation in 41 public
hospitals and there isn’t any formal communication
system among them. An authority must be established in
order to better coordinate and support the long-term run
of the scheme.

Meanwhile, the failure of Singapore teaches us
that public education still holds a crucial position as a
complementary element for Opt-out system. As it is a
must to make the opt-out process easy, a wave of opting
out might occur due to the insufficient understanding
towards organ donation. Singapore has implemented
the Opt-out system for years but its organ donation
rate still remains low. One of the causes is the lack of
public awareness which many citizens do not realize the

Judge’ s Comment
Dr. Fairbrother, Gregory Paul:

urgency of donating organs. As a result, many citizens
withdrew from the system. Hong Kong must learn from
that and strive for a friendly atmosphere for legislation.
At the end of the day, the ultimate purpose of the Opt-
out system is forming a culture of organ donation in
replacement of the traditional set of value.

| believe that with appropriate preparation work and
the consent of the public, the presumed consent system
could be a resolution in saving numerous lives of patients
waiting for organ transplant.

Reference:
1. http://www.bbc.com/news/health-41199918

2. http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-
organ-donation-in-hong-kong-201607 14-e.pdf

3. http:/iwww.legco.gov.hk/yr15-16/english/press/pr20160714-1.html

4. https://news.mingpao.com/pns/dailynews/web_tc/article/20151212/
s00002/1449855783082

5. http://www.nek-cne.ch/fileadmin/nek-cne-dateien/Themen/
Stellungnahmen/en/NEK-CNE_Widerspruchsloesung_E.pdf

This is an excellent essay, with a good set-up of the main argument and position, including with relevant background. The topic
is significant but less popularly discussed. The position is stated very clearly. There is very good use of data and evidence to
support points. There is a very nuanced understanding of the issue, and the essay demonstrates thoughtfulness. There is a
good international comparative perspective to offer alternative solutions. There is very skillful analysis of acknowledging the
drawbacks of solutions proposed and offering further refined solutions.
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Housing problems isn't a recent issue in Hong Kong.
Governments over the years have come up with many
plans to deal with this problem, but it seems that the
problem has yet to be solved. Recently, the Hong Kong
Council of Social Services (HKCSS) has proposed a new
plan, which is to build container houses, as a short-term
solution for the housing problems.

The chief executive of HKCSS, Chua Hoi-wai told a
radio program that the container houses they are planning
to build will be transformed from shipping containers.
They will be between 160 to 320 square feet in size and
can accommodate 2 to 5 people. These flats would be
considered to be given out to those on the waiting list and
single people as a priority. Some developers have even
offered a site for development of these houses and will
only charge a rent of HK$1. This proposal has swirled up
a lot of discussion in the public, with some saying it would
be useful in relieving housing demands and some others
concerning the environmental issues. There has been
controversies as to whether container houses should be
built. Considering the current situation of Hong Kong, |
think we should build container houses in Hong Kong
because of the urgency and its feasibility.

Firstly, Hong Kong is in dire need for more houses.
Up until June 2017, there has been 270 thousand people
applying for public housing. Each applicant has to wait for
an average of 4.7 years before they could get a house.
The government has only planned to build 70,700 housing
flats in the coming 5 years, which is far less than the

demand in housing. While these applicants are waiting for
their turn, they would have to live in very small houses,
subdivided flats, or cage houses, which are the only
places they could afford. Not only do these areas have
poor hygiene, they are also very dangerous and could
lead to fatal accidents, as seen from previous cases.
This situations shows how urgent we need to supply
new housing. Land in Hong Kong is scarce, but a lot of
flats are needed. Container houses can be considered a
solution since it could provide a large number of houses
in a short period of time. It is estimated that 100 thousand
160-square feet houses can be built with 85 hectares of
land. In Hong Kong, we have 1200 hectares of brown
field left unused. With reference to similar constructions
in other countries, it only took four weeks to build a 220-
room hotel in England using the technique of modular
building. Using this example for estimation, we can see
that it wouldn’t take more than a few months for the first
container houses to be put into use. This method can
bring upon a large number of houses in a short time and
can thus temporarily ease the housing problems in Hong
Kong.

Secondly, container houses have many advantages
over other solutions, such as building long-term housing
flats or letting people to continue living in subdivided
flats. It is cheap to build container houses. Compared to
traditional long-term housing, which uses materials such
as cement and tiles for construction, container houses
uses old ship containers. Also, considering the site of
construction, which are mainly short-term contracts,
building container houses also has an advantage over
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traditional housing. It is easy to move container houses
around, since they are like building blocks stacked
together. When the contract term is over, the container
houses can be easily moved to another site. However,
once a traditional building is built, it cannot be moved.
This shows how container houses have an advantage
over traditional housing in solving short-term housing
problems. Also, all of these container houses have
standardized building methods. This means all flats would
have a complete structure with rigid walls. As compared to
subdivided flats, which are mostly built by removing walls
of the original structure, container houses are much safer.
Facing the current desperate situation of Hong Kong, we
have to build a large amount of safe houses that are safe
for people to live in, it is clear that container houses have
the most advantages over other options.

However, some people might think that container
houses are unsafe and would cause dangers such as
fires. Firstly, the safety on container houses are quite high.
Before houses can be used for living, they have to fulfill
the requirements of the Building Ordinance, which sets
a standard for sound, wind and fire-proofing. Container
houses that will finally be used for living would have passed
these standards and a certain quality will be guaranteed.
There has been many successful cases of using
container houses in other countries, such as Keetwonen

Judge’ s Comment
Dr. Fairbrother, Gregory Paul:

in Amsterdam and Ladywell Pop-up Village in London.
Both places have well-developed container houses that
provide a shelter for those in need. These examples
show that the concept of using container houses is
feasible. Some people might also be concerned of the
safety of the residents of these houses, such as getting
a heat stroke during the hot summer. This problem can
be solved by making minor adjustments to the design of
the house, such as installing air-conditioners or fans, to
adapt to the climate in Hong Kong.

Although building container houses is a feasible plan
to temporarily provide more housing flats, we should not
rely on it to solve housing problems in the long run. Apart
from building container houses, the government has to
also solve the roots of the problem: the lack of housing
spaces and the high housing prices. The government
has find land for permanent housing as well as set up
policies to lower housing prices. If not, the problem will
never be truly solved.

Sources:

1. http://www.ejinsight.com/20170921-container-homes-may-be-
offered-from-next-year-says-hkcss-chief/

2. https://www.hk01.com/01

3. http://paper.wenweipo.com/2017/09/21/WW1709210002.htm

The problem statement of this essay is clear from the outset: The housing problem in Hong Kong, but could be a bit more
precise, as in “Housing Shortage Problem.” There is an appropriate set-up and background of the position taken in the essay.
There is a logically and clearly organized argument. This is a significant issue of public concern. There is a good international
comparative perspective and evidence to support position. There is good application of evidence to the proposed solution. The
essay demonstrates strong knowledge of the topic. The topic is significant but not overly popular. The essay presents counter-
arguments and then rebuts them with supporting evidence. There are some minor organizational issues.
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Hungry and exhausted, kids carried their aged
parents to cross dangerous waters and slippery slopes.
Young women mourned for the cold tiny bodies lying in
their arms. Overwhelming fear and uncertainties lie in
their eyes. Unfortunately, the above description is not
taken from a movie excerpt.

The Rohingya is an ethnic group that believes in
Muslim. They have lived for centuries in the majority
Buddhist Myanmar and are often described as "the
world's most persecuted minority". The Rohingya are
being deliberately deprived of basic rights and welfare.
For instance, they cannot vote, and limits are placed to
stop them from entering certain professions like medicine,
law or running for office.

Conflicts between the Myanmar and Rohingya are
incessant and waves of violence have been occurring
for years. They have been facing persecution at the
hands of Myanmar's military since the late 1940s. After
the killings of nine border police in October 2016, troops
started pouring into villages in Rakhine State, where most
Rohingya lives. The government put the blame on fighters
from an armed Rohingya group. Government troops were
accused of an array of human rights abuses, including
extrajudicial Killing, rape, and arson — allegations that
the government denied. It is depressing to see how a
strong authority is trying so hard to eliminate a weak
community. Instead of starting investigations to detain the
corresponding armed group. The Myanmar government
has a heart of stone. It opts for abusing the innocent

and carrying out ethnic cleansing, which gives an eerie
reminiscent of the Nazi German.

There are a lot of reasons behind the causes of
the Rohingya crisis and it is difficult to determine who
is right or wrong. In light of the inflammatory situation,
three parties are responsible for worsening the survival
of Rohingya in general. Firstly, the world is feeble and
indifferent of what has been endured by the Rohyinga.
Though a special Myanmar government committee was
appointed to investigate the ongoing violence in Rakhine
state, the report issued in January claimed to have found
no evidence to support assertions of genocide against
the Rohingya, nor to backup widespread rape allegations.
This clearly demonstrates that countries are not exerting
enough pressure to the Myanmar authority. This issue
has already been discussed in the UN Security Council
for a long period of time. However, countries are just
talking the talk but not walking the walk. The lack of a
pragmatic plan and immediate actions lead to a more
violent ethnic cleansing. Moreover, close door meetings
of the UN Security Council make it impossible for
concerned groups to know whether signs of progress are
made regarding the issue. Nonetheless, the council can
act only if all five of its permanent members agree, and
two of those members, Russia and China, are understood
to be backing Myanmar’s government. In such case, who
will expect the United Nation, a generally acknowledged
mediator of international affairs, could help solving the
Rohingya crisis?
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Secondly, the human rights icon of Myanmar remains
reluctant to stand up for the suppressed, stirring up
uncertainties for the Rohingya’s future. What is more
disappointing than to see the silence of our beloved
Goddess of Democracy — Aung San Suu Kyi? Indeed,
she made speeches regarding the chaos. Yet, she spoke
no more than covering up the crime perpetrated by the
military. After all, Ms. Suu Kyi is just a chess piece for
the Myanmar government to bargain with the Western
countries. She constitutionally does not control the army
or police. Even though she could not stop the military
operation in Rakhine, it is undeniable that she is Myanmar's
last and best hope for the Rohingya. The ministries that
she controls and officials she directly employs are burying
the ugly truth for the Myanmar army with appealing lies.
That is the same army that has an appalling track record of
burning villages and raping women from Myanmar's many
ethnic minorities. As a civil servant of Myanmar, Ms. Suu
Kyi has the ability to reveal the truth to the public. Yet, she
has not made any move to battle against injustice.

The third point is this, the non-united relief work has
posed a huge burden on individual country and threats on
the Rohingya. When all seems to be lost, the Rohingya
managed to grasp a glimpse of hope. Myanmar’s
neighbor Bangladesh has shown a gesture of goodwill.
She has been receiving hundreds of thousand Rohingya
to give them food and shelter, but this is nothing more
than enough. Although the Rohingya could count on basic
security once they made their arrival, the shelter and
resources are insufficient. The bulk of the aid effort has
fallen to groups of Bangladeshi volunteers. However, just
about 900 miles away, India is planning to reject the poor
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Rohingya who knocked on her door due to the perceived
linkages of some of the unauthorized Rohingya
immigrants with Pakistan based terror organizations".
There is a population of 40000 Rohingya in India. Let's
imagine where they will flee when India’s deportation is
implemented. The refugees depend largely on the close
ties between countries to give them support. Clearly,
there is still a long way to go.

The difficult livelihood, violence, and unfairness
endured by the Rohingya across decades have sparked
a warning that encroachments on humanity are a long-
existed problem in Myanmar, and there’s no time to sit
idle. It needs stronger deterrence from various parties.

First and foremost, the United Nation should
immediately set up a special committee investigating
the inhumane treatments imposed by the Myanmar
government. While the research results and statistics
should be made public in order to show progress made.
A special team should also be sent to report the genuine
situation in Myanmar to prevent the self-justification of
acts done by the military. Accusations should be made
in order to stop further abuse from happening. While
for the international community, they have to push
harder for a fair justice system as part of the move to
a hybrid democratic government. Moreover, an open
session, where member states can clearly articulate their
respective positions on the matter, could help ratchet up
the pressure on Myanmar. The world can say “yes” to
the mistreated Rohingya by simply replying “no” to the
malicious acts of the Myanmar government



It is understandable that, due to the rise of terrorism
and complication of South-East Asia, countries are
reluctant to accept the Rohingya. However, countries
should have the realization that without proper help,
they are more likely to choose the path of crime in order
to survive. So here’s the second solution East Asian
countries should share quota among one another so that
each of them receives a certain humber of Rohingya
refugees with accordance to their welfare system and
GDP. We need more countries to send medical teams
and set up camps for the Rohingya refugees. Other East-
Asian countries such as Laos and Thailand can open up
refugee camps to settle the escaping Rohingya. It is the
upholding of human rights, and countries do have the
responsibility to defend for the weak.

In the 20th century, the Jewish Holocaust haunted
the whole world; last year, we witnessed the Middle East
refugee crisis; and today, we see the Rohingya escaping
from the suppression of Myanmar government. It is
devastating to learn that after all these years, the weak
never stops running from the nightmare of war and crime.
The Rohingya crisis not only tells us how inhumane they
are treated, it pulls us from the unrealistic illusion that we
actually lack the sympathy to pray for those who suffer,
we lack the courage to stop violence imposed on the
minorities, we lack the open mind to accept diversity.
Despite all the eye-opening progress made in modern

Judge’ s Comment
Dr. Fairbrother, Gregory Paul:

civilization, the selfish barbarians still live within our hearts.

It is time for all of us to stop living in vain, to stop
pretending everything is fine, and to stop believing world
issues have nothing to do with our own. Indeed, the power
of a person has its limits, but that does not imply that one
should turn a blind eye to the unfairness endured by the
others. Humans are interconnected in a network if we
ignore those who are suppressed, the fire of hatred and
fear will soon spread to our doorsteps. Therefore, let us all
join hands to put a ‘full-stop’ to the sufferings of the weak.

This essay is on a significant topic of international concern. It is somewhat descriptive in comparison to other essays, but
still analytical. It is basically answering the question of who is responsible for the Rohingya crisis. There is a well-organized
discussion. The essay shows awareness of important details of the main points of the issue. The use of language is somewhat
overly-emotive. There is a logical elaboration of factors contributing to the problem, and reasonable solutions are proposed. The
essay shows a thoughtful and balanced understanding of the issue.
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